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2MINUTE DRILL ON THE COVER 
The Huskers relied on nose tackle 

10 QUESTIONS Ndamukong Suh's 49-yard interception 
to give them a 14-6 in the first quarter 

RECRUITING until the Huskers could add a Niles Paul 
kick return in the fourth quarter. Suh’s 

GAME COVERAGE return was the first Husker defensive 
score in nearly a year. 

PREDICTIONS Photo by Scott Bruhn 

GAME PREVIEW 

AROUND THE HORN 

VOLLEYBALL 

FROM THE ARCHIVES 

CROSSWORD 


The New Mexico State Recap/Virginia Tech 
ees Preview will be mailed on Monday, Sept. 15. 
Seyi , Ne == Check for updates at huskersillustrated.com. 
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From the Editor »y sco sascocx 


KEY RETURNS 
LIFT HUSKERS 


Nebraska forced to 
rely on big plays vs. 
San Jose State 


NEBRASKA'S CONTEST with San Jose State 
was a game of momentum — or lack their of. 

[ went to the game planning to watch 
Nebraska’s adjustments after a 47-24 
win over Western Michigan — a win that 
included definite highlights on both sides 
of the ball, as well as some potential 
concerns. 

Instead, with Nebraska clinging to a 
14-9 halftime lead against San Jose State, 
the game became a lesson in adjustments 
from one half to the next. 

Nebraska's first offensive and defensive 
series of the game essentially set the tone for 
the first three-plus quarters of the game. 

Offensively the Huskers went 10 yards in 
reverse on its first five plays after two sacks 
and a false start. 

Defensively, Nebraska missed numerous 
tackles as San Jose State drove 59 plays 
on five plays for a touchdown (and missed 
extra point) in just two minutes. 

The first half never really improved, 
other than Ndamukong Suh’s 49-yard 
interception return for a touchdown, which 
is featured on this week’s cover. 

It wasn’t until Niles Paul sprinted 85 
yards on a kickoff return, giving Nebraska 
a 21-12 lead, that the Huskers appeared 
to find any momentum. The big return 
sparked a 21-0 scoring run in the fourth 
quarter and energized Nebraska’s defense. 

Nebraska did managed to improve in 


the second half, slowing the poor tackling 
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that plagued the first half, while stringing 
together several key offensive plays. 

But thus far, Nebraska is still looking 
for a running game that has been missing 
for the majority of its first eight quarters. 
Sophomore Roy Helu provided a spark on 
several plays as he recorded 91 yards in 
total offense, including 59 on the ground. 

While the Huskers seemed to take a step 
back in defensive execution in game two, the 
defensive line managed some big plays in 
Saturday's contest with Suh’s interception 
and Zach Potter’s 11-yard interception. 

The brightest and most consistent aspect 
for the Huskers after two games appears 
to be on special teams. Nebraska has 
displayed near perfect play in its kicking 
game and appears to have found an elusive 
kick returner in Paul. Paul looked like a 
potential home run threat in week one and 
proved it Saturday with his big return. 

While some Husker fans may be up in 
arms about the lack of style points in the 
victory, Nebraska is 2-0, and according to 
Joe Ganz may have received a wake up call 
in the process. 

“It’s something we can fix,” Ganz said. 
“Tt was good. Now we realize that we aren't 
as good as we thought we were. We can 
go back to work on Monday, learn from 


everything and just try and get better.” N 


Send us your comments or story ideas to 


huskersillustrated@gmail.com. 
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Big Red Mailbag 


SEND US YOUR LETTERS!! Huskers Illustrated loves to hear from its readers. 


Have an opinion to share about a story in this issue? Send us a letter. Have an opinion 


about the Huskers? Drop us a line. Want to share a photo from your last Husker game? 
We'll take it. IF WE PRINT YOUR LETTER, WE’LL SEND YOU A SPECIAL HUSKER GIFT! 
Send digital photos and letters to huskersillustrated@gmail.com and your regular 
snapshops and letters to HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED, 7755 S. 23rd St., Lincoln, NE 68512. 


NEW LIFE timeouts. Needless to say, validate that statement. I’m — especially the cover photo. 
There seems to be a new though we have some work to a photographer by trade and Thanks for adding the additional 

life to everything as far as the do, the Big Red spirit is back recently married an avid Husker photos and for helping me to 

Big Red goes. From the new and burning andI look forward _ fan. Now, what you need to appreciate the Husker spirit 

look of HI, which I have been to it being that way for a long understand is that I’m not at (even if it is only through the 

getting since I wasa little time. Keep up the great work all a sports fan, much less a photography). Oh, and my 

kid, to the new fire that Bo is Husker Illustrated! Nebraska fan. However, the husband thanks you too! 

instilling in everyone, players Chris DeRuyscher photos of the Western Michigan Katherine G. 

and fans alike. I was in Las Kansas City, Mo. game coverage were outstanding San Jose, Calif. 


Vegas for the NU / Western 
Michigan game and was blown NOT YOUR TYPICAL READER 


away by the fact that over 500 I just perused my husband’s Co r n h Ca d Co r ni e r 


people packed into a local Huskers Illustrated and found definition: CORNHEAD, cornshead — noun 
establishment to cheer on the that I actually enjoyed flipping 1. a person with an extreme and often unusual enthusiasm or zeal 
for the University of Nebraska Cornhusker athletic program. Side 
effects may manifest in abnormal collections of Husker memorabilia, 
obsessive desires to attend Nebraska sporting events and paranoid 
delusions that every season should result in a national championship. 
This compulsive behavior can be contagious and is often a serious 
irritant for fans of the University of Missouri or Colorado. 


WERE 
CLEANING 
HOUSE! 


JUST $7.99 


| 
| 1") nh i Supporting the Huskers by painting your yard red will get you 
Lil i =) \ some crazy looks in Lincoln, Neb. So imagine the reaction when 
_—— ae a8 a, ie NATHAN BOBERT of Edmond, Okla., celebrated the opening of 
UNIVERSITY OF NEBRAS KA. football season in grand fashion, using 10 gallons of red paint to paint 
IN on his lawn. The 1995 graduate of Papillion-LaVista High School said 


he was looking for a different way to show his Husker pride. 

“This year | wanted to take it over the top, so | did the two logos in 
black and white and everything else was painted red,’ Bobert said. “! 
had a lot of people that passed by my yard while | was painting and 
said ‘it’s cool’ or just had a stunned look on their face. My wife felt | 
went a little overboard and in general everyone has an opinion of it, 
hate or love it.” 


ARE YOU A CORNHEAD? Send us your story along with a photo 
to huskersillustrated@gmail.com and you may be featured in an 
upcoming issue of Huskers Illustrated. 


DEALS ON HUSKER GEAR 
ONLY AT 
shophuskersillustrated.com 
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o redshirt or not to redshirt, that’s the 
question. Or at least it was a little over 
midway through fall camp. At that 
point, the player of particular interest 
to reporters was 
The freshman from Lincoln, Neb., was, 
and is, playing defensive tackle. 
“Everybody wants to know, redshirt 
or no redshirt,” defensive coordinator 
said. “Our philosophy is 
we're going to coach them hard, let them 
develop and we’re just going to see where 
they fall on the depth chart. If it’s a one 
or a two, then the redshirt’s going away. 
But what I don’t want to do is because of 
all this hoopla about certain guys is to try 
to pressure them and push them if they’re 
not ready to play. We’ve got to let their 


normal development take place and see 
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what happens.” 
Coach 


before the opener. No incoming freshmen 


reiterated that the week 


were for sure going to play, he said. “We'll 
see. There are some guys in back-up roles, 
sometimes those decisions are made based 
on injury and some guys will be repping (in 
practice). 

“But you don’t want to use them unless 
you have to. But obviously, early in the 
season, if somebody gets hurt, you’re more 
apt to pull a (red)shirt from a guy.” 

The decision to redshirt a player needn't be 
made before the season begins. In fact, it can 
be made retroactively, following the season. 
A player who is redshirted can even make 
road trips; as long as he doesn’t go into a 
game, his redshirt season is preserved. 


Bo Pelini said linebacker 


BAKER STEINKUHLER 


r , 
4 & 
k 
iar 
and defensive back A 
were the most likely true freshmen to play 
against Western Michigan. Fisher and safety 
played. Dennard did not. 
Fisher was listed on the first depth chart, 
along with linebacker 
and tight end . Wald wasn't. 


Neither was Dennard or junior college 


transfer Ricky Henry, who seemed a likely 


| candidate to play given the talk he generated 


during pre-season practice. 

Henry, an offensive guard, “really had a 
good (fall) camp,” said Bo Pelini. “He’s kind 
of a wait-and-see guy. We’d like to redshirt 
him, but he’s ready to go. We’re repping him 
right now, but the longer the season goes, the 
less likely you would be to see him.” 

Baker Steinkuhler appears headed for a 


redshirt, by the way. 


BO PELINI 


— « ; 
BEING HIMSELF 

At Big 12 media days in Kansas City in late July, BO P | talked about coaches who have 
influenced him, among them Oklahoma’s Bob Stoops. The two grew up Youngstown, Ohio, 
and remain friends. “I can’t try to be Bob Stoops. I can’t try to be Pete Carroll, George Seifert 
or anyone else I was around,” Pelini told reporters. “But I did learn a significant amount from 
each one of them. 

“Ultimately, I have to take things I learned and apply it to my personality and my beliefs.” 

Pelini was on the NFL staffs of Seifert and Carroll. 


SLAUSON QUICK WITH A QUIP AND A CLIP 


RICKY HENRY Typically, senior offensive guard I 
is a willing interview. And he’s what reporters 


consider a good quote. Consider a couple of 
examples. 

During fall camp, he praised junior college 
transfer R , also an offensive guard. 
“He’s so ferocious and he plays with so much heart 
and emotion, it’s amazing to watch,” Slauson said. 

So Henry has the controlled nastiness required of 
an offensive lineman? 

“T would call it ‘controlled,’ ” said Slauson. 

Senior offensive tackle L' 
declined interview requests during fall camp. 
Slauson was asked if the silence was an indication 

| of Murtha’s focus on the season. 

“T don’t know if ‘focused’ and ‘Murtha’ go in the 

¥ same sentence,” Slauson said. 

Slauson, by the way, gave Henry a training camp 


| Mohawk haircut. 
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QUALITY COMPARISONS 
NZis developing his 
own style, of course. But he has 
displayed the qualities of a couple of 
quarterbacks Cornhusker offensive 
coordinator 
coached at Colorado. Ganz is “a 
heady guy like Joel Klatt was, and 
he's a great competitor like Mike 
Moschetti was. So he’s a little bit of a 
mix of both those kids,” said Watson, 
who was a Buffaloes' assistant from 
1999 to 2005. "Those guys were 
great players. They were great team 
players and great system players. 


That's how | see Joe” 


DOAK WALKER AWARD 

Senior MA\ LUCKY is among 
four Big 12 running backs on the 
list of candidates for the 2008 Doak 
Walker Award, presented annually to 
the nation’s top collegiate running 
back. The conference's other 
representatives are Jorvorskie Lane 
and Mike Goodson of Texas A&M and 
DeMarco Murray of Oklahoma. Lane 
also is a senior, Goodson a junior and 
Murray a sophomore. 

The list includes the nation’s 
leading returning rusher, Eugene 


Jarvis of Kent State. 
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Welcome to the Jungle 


BO PELINI spent 10 minutes talking to 


Jim Rome on his nationally syndicated radio 
program on the Thursday before the Western 
Michigan game. Rome’s questions were 
related to a number of issues, including the 
change in culture during BILL CALLAHAN’s 
four seasons as coach. 

“There were really a lot of factors beyond 
coaching, beyond football, that contributed to 
where it ended up going last year, and some 
of those things were out of Coach Callahan’s 
control,” Pelini told Rome. “But. . . the 
situation was what it was when I got here, and 
it was just something that we had to develop 
some trust, relationships and start building that 
confidence and build an attitude.” 

Pelini asked Rome at interview’s end when 
he was going to bring 
the “jungle” to Lincoln. 

Rome: “Well, 
whenever you want me 
to come, I'll be there.” 

Pelini: “Come on, 
you're always welcome 
here, brotha.” 

Rome: “Bo Pelini, 
and needless to say, you 
can see why they’re 
already writing books 


about him there, and he 


hasn’t coached his first 


see why they’re already writing 
books about him there, and he 
hasn’t coached his first game 


yet. Nebraska fan loves him .. .” 


NATIONAL SPORTS 
TALK SHOW HOST JIM ROME 


game yet. Nebraska fan loves him. . .” 

A little “jungle karma” never hurts. 

He was asked about his appearance on the 
Rome show at the news conference before the 
San Jose State game. “I’m looking forward to 
the ‘jungle’ coming,” he said to laughter. 


-» 


“T feel like I live in the ‘jungle. 


ROGERS ARRIVES 


JUSTIN ROGERS, a member of the 2008 
scholarship recruiting class, enrolled and 
began classes on the Tuesday after Labor 
Day. Rogers was listed as a defensive back, 
although he also excelled as a running back 
at Vestavia Hills High School in Birmingham, 
Ala. He and freshman safety MASON WALD 


were high school teammates. “It was a big 


Re art in my decision, 


“BO PELINI, 


and needless to say, you can 


him coming down 
here. I wouldn’t 

be completely 

all alone,” said 
Wald. “So when I 
found out he didn't 
qualify at first, it 
kind of bothered 
me. But I knew 
he’d work hard and 
he’d get up here.” 


SIDELINES 


WE’RE TALKING ABOUT A 
PRESS CONFERENCE, MAN 
BO PELINI wore a blue shirt to 


his first weekly news conference 
on the Tuesday before the Western 
Michigan game, a fact immediately 
noted by a reporter who pointed 
out that former Coach BILL 
CALLAHAN was criticized for not 
wearing red to a news conference. 
“| didn't know that,” Pelini said, 
eliciting laughter. “| don’t see the 
difference, for a press conference. 
Does that mean I'm going to get a 
lot of heat from you guys or what?” 
He wore a red Husker shirt on the 
Tuesday before the San Jose State 
game. “I didn’t do it on purpose, 
though,’ he said. “It just happened. 
I'm not smart enough to think that 


far ahead.’ 


TIME OF GAME CHANGE 

The athletic department recently 
announced that kickoff for the 
New Mexico State game had been 
moved to 6 p.m. 

The game will still be available on 


pay-per-view television. 


HE CAN RELATE 


BO PELINI is a people person, or more to 
the point a player person, “I feel that’s one of 
my strengths, to relate to the guys and what 
they’re going through,” he said. “At the end 
of the day, they’ve got to understand that the 
trust has to continue to build, our trust in 
them, their trust in us. 

“That’s a process that takes a little bit of 
time and it continues to evolve as you're 
together. But I know this, the players are 
going to respond to you if they understand 
at the end of the day, no matter what you're 
asking them to do, you have their best 
interests at heart.” 

By all indication the players understand 
that, or at least they’re beginning to. “The 
biggest thing for me is how he motivates, gets 
you ready for things,” senior wide receiver 
NATE SWIFT said of Pelini. “Beyond that he’s 
football smart, ridiculously football smart. 
And another big thing is how he deals with 
players. He’s social with everybody. He's not 
just talking with the starters. He knows all the 
younger guys. 

“He’s always coming around, saying hi. He 


just knows how to be a coach.” 


EXTRA EFFORT 


During fall camp, secondary coach MARVIN 
SANDERS showed the defensive backs video 
from the previous day’s practice, after asking 


them whether they thought they had worked 


LINcOLN’s 


2S 
| —— | ow TT 
NEBRASKA 


LINCOLN 
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hard during a particular drill. “It was amazing 
the look on their faces,” Sanders said. 

“You've got to keep pushing them until 
they understand the level we want.” 

Players don’t always understand, and 
“that’s what our process is, to get them to 
understand the work ethic we want and 
how hard it has to be to get to that next level 
because the talent level in the Big 12, there’s 
not a lot of difference between the first-place 
team and the 12th-place team,” he said. 

“So you've got to have that little extra 


effort. That’s where we're trying to get to.” 


MORE THAN RECEPTIONS 


Wide receivers have to do more than catch 
passes at the collegiate level, a lot more if 
they want to get on the field. Junior MENELIK 
HOLT has learned that. For example, he never 
ran a “clearing route” at St. Augustine High 
School in San Diego. “Every route was for me 
to get open,” he said. 

And he got open plenty. As a senior, 
he caught 62 passes for 790 yards and 13 
touchdowns. As a junior, he caught 42 passes 
for 726 yards and 12 touchdowns. “But 
that’s high school stuff,” Holt said. “Here I 
have no problem running routes to get guys 
open. That's the sacrifice we make for each 
other, As long as we're catching the ball and 
winning, that’s all that matters now.” 

Holt caught four passes last season. He 


caught five in the Western Michigan opener. 


“LIVE” 
Weekdays 
3-6 p.m. 


LINCOLN'S 
a SSeS 


| —— | oe EF 


HALL OF FAME 
INDUCTEES 


BOB LIGGETT 


¥ 


Seven former 
Cornhuskers were 
among those to be 
inducted into the 
Nebraska Football 
Hall of Fame on the 
weekend of the New 
Mexico State game: 
Lon Stiner (Hastings, 
Neb.), T, 1925-26; 
Kelly Peterson 
(Cozad, Neb.), C, 
1965-66; Bob Liggett 
(Aliquippa, Pa.), DT, 
1968-69; Tim Smith 
(Chula Vista, Calif.), 
SE/P, 1977-79; Tony 
Felici (Omaha, Neb.), 
DE, 1980-82; Ken 
Clark (Omaha, Neb.), 
IB, 1987-89; Sheldon 


Jackson (Diamond 
Bar, Calif.), TE, 
1995-98. 


FormerCornhusker 
assistant coach Dan 


Young was to receive 


the Lyell Bremser 
Special Merit Award, 
while Bill Cook, Jr. 
and wife Betty of 

Beatrice, Neb., were to ) 

receive the Clarence E. 

Swanson Meritorious 

Service Award from the Nebraska chapter 
of the National Football Foundation Hall 


of Fame. 
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“T get a ton of support when I 
go home. We have the best fans 
in the nation. I have pride putting 
| the helmet and jersey on every 
day, playing for people here in 
Nebraska.” 


Home is where the heart is, or 


in this case where the high school is. 

That’s why Wes Cammack lists his hometown as 
DeWitt. His family’s farm is located about 7 miles south 
of DeWitt. It’s closer to Plymouth, though the address 
is actually Beatrice. So he could justify choosing any of 
those Nebraska towns to call home. 

Each of the towns is in a different county, Saline, 
Jefferson and Gage, respectively. “It’s kind of mixed 
up,” Cammack said. Well, not really. He certainly isn’t 
confused. His choice is logical enough. He’s a graduate 
of Tri County High School, and it’s located in DeWitt. 

Had he listed Beatrice, people might think he 
went to high school there, “nothing against them,” 
Cammack said. And Plymouth is part of the Tri County 
consolidation. 

Plus, his grandparents live near DeWitt. His paternal 
grandparents live across the street from the high school, 
in fact. So growing up, “I probably hung out more in 
DeWitt,” he said. 

Cammack earned a Regents Scholarship to Nebraska 
and tried out for the football team the second week 
of the fall semester his freshman year. There were no 
guarantees. 

“But things have worked out so far. I’ve found my 


niche here,” he said. N 
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WES CAMMACK 
Wide Receiver, 5-11, 195, Junior 


Hometown: DeWitt, Neb. 
County: Saline 

Population: 572 (2000 census) 
Distance from Lincoln: 34 miles 


Nebraska football letterman: 
Wes Cammack, WR (2006-present) 
Ralph Damkroger, E (1947-49) 
Arthur Klein, G (1955-57) 

Glenn Presnell, HB (1925-27) 


MAGAZINE HITS THE RADIO 


Fans of Huskers Illustrated 


now have another avenue 

to get their Husker fix. The 
HUSKERS ILLUSTRATED RADIO 
SHOW is now available at 
huskersillustrated.com. 

This new show, hosted by 
respected talk-show personality 
CHRIST SCHMIDT, features 
contributing editor MIKE 
BABCOCK along with SEAN 
CALLAHAN and JOHN TALMAN 
from huskersillustrated.com. 

The weekly show is free of charge 
and will feature in-depth analysis 
of the upcoming game as well as 
updates on Nebraska's recruiting 
visits and verbal commitments. 

New shows will be available 


every Thursday. Miss an old show? 


No worries, just catch up online! 


E-MAIL NEWSLETTER 

You can now receive e-mail 
notification when the latest issue 
of Huskers illustrated is complete. 
If you subscribe to the magazine, 
you can view the magazine online 
before it reaches our mailbox! To 
subscribe to the Huskers Illustrated 
newsletter, send us an email at 


huskersillustrated@gmail.com 


THE 
BIG 12 
BEAT 


BY CURT MCKEEVER 


4 3 
The truth about Missouri's Maclin 


IN THE AFTERMATH Of the Tigers’ 52-42 
season-opening win against Illinois, a 
national radio show went with a report that 
All-American receiver/return man Jeremy 
Maclin had apparently suffered an Achilles 
injury that could sideline him indefinitely. 

Uh, a little premature, guys. 

An X-ray taken once Maclin had been 
carted to the locker room after he’d hurt his 
left ankle in the fourth quarter turned up 
negative. An MRI taken on Sunday also was 
negative, and so Maclin, with a peroneal 
tendon strain, was listed probable for 
Missouri's second game against Southeast 
Missouri State, 

Tigers’ coach Gary Pinkel issued a strong 
hint that that just because the club had 
three non-BCS conference opponents before 
opening Big 12 play against Nebraska that 
Maclin wouldn't be coddled, cither. 

“Our training staff will make that 
decision,” Pinkel said. “If he’s healthy, he’ll 
play. He wants to play, We'll do what's right 
and what's smart.” 

Before he was injured, Maclin did enough 
to earn the first Big 12 Special Teams Player 
of the Week award of 2007. He returned 
a kickoff 99 yards for a touchdown in the 
second quarter and returned a punt 46 yards 
that set up a touchdown drive in the third 
quarter. 

KANSAS had little trouble beating Florida 
International 40-10 in its opener, but the 
Jayhawks didn't exactly find a replacement 
for running back Brandon McAnderson, the 
Big 12's third-leading rusher in 2007. 

Jocques Crawford, the 2007 Junior 
College National Player of the Year who 
recently talked about having a 2,000-yard 
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season, managed 32 yards on 11 carries. 
KU finished with 128 yards, only the second 
time in its past 18 regular-season games that 
it didn’t get 160. 

What’s more, last year’s top receiver, 
Dexton Fields, was injured in the first 
quarter, ending his school-record streak of 
three straight 100-yard games. 

TEXAS TECH finally pulled free of Eastern 
Washington by scoring 14 fourth-quarter 
points in a 49-24 victory that included a 
school-record 18 penalties by the Red Raiders. 

One would think Red Raiders coach 
Mike Leach might get red in the face over 
the yellow flag total, but he played it cool. 


“There are some very bad teams out there 


that have no penalties. Part of it is because 


they don’t push the envelope enough to get 
any penalties,” Leach said. “You definitely 
don’t want to be one of those teams.” 

COLORADO'S highly touted freshman 
running back Darrell Scott led the Buffaloes 
with 54 yards rushing on 11 carries in his 
debut against Colorado State. But Scott 
wasn't the “bread winner” of the family. His 
uncle (that’s right, uncle) Josh Smith, had 
189 all-purpose yards, including a 93-yard 
kickoff return for a touchdown in CU’s 
38-17 win. 

The Buffs, who had 19 sacks in 13 games 
last year, got to the Rams’ quarterback five 
time, 

OKLAHOMA scored seven touchdowns 
on eight first-half possessions to build 
a 50-0 lead before shutting things down 
against NCAA Football Championship 
Subdivision (formerly known as Division 
I-AA) opponent Chattanooga. The 


Sooners’ defense, though, didn't ease up 


after lightning from a thunderstorm forced 
an 85-minute halftime. The Mocs, who lost 
57-2, finished with one first down. 

“I don’t know if it’s about gain. 
Sometimes it’s out of necessity when a team 
bails out and doesn’t live up to the contract,” 
Oklahoma coach Bob Stoops said when 
asked what he thought his club gained from 
playing the lower-division opponent, a late 
replacement for Middle Tennessee. “At least 
we do get to go out and execute against 
somebody else and get a lot of young players 
snaps, true freshmen and other guys who 
haven't played before. How much you gain 
out of it? I’m not sure.” 

KANSAS STATE linebacker John Houlik 
drew a suspension from the Wildcat’s first 
three games as the result of an early-August 
DUI arrest. 

In an 18-14 loss to Arkansas State, TEXAS 
A&M senior Richie Bean missed field goals 
of 25 and 32 yards. 

TEXAS coach Mack Brown was as tickled 
as could be after watching Colt McCoy rush 
for 103 yards and pass for 222 yards, and his 
defense limit Florida Atlantic to 292 yards 
in a 52-10 win, 

“That,” said the Longhorns’ | Ith-year 
coach, “was probably our best opener.” 

OKLAHOMA STATE'S Kendall Hunter, 
who averaged 8.2 carries per game last 
season, had 23 while giving the Cowboys a 
100-yard rusher for the 12th straight game in 
their 39-13 opening win at Washington State. 

After rotating three quarterbacks in a 
41-13 loss to Wake Forest, BAYLOR’S Art 
Briles decided to put the Bears’ offensive 
fortunes in the hands of true freshman 
Robert Griffin, 
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Marcel Jones 


6-7, 310, Redshirted Freshman, OT, Phoenix, Ariz. 


The transition from high school to college is 
difficult anyway, and the weather compounded 
things for Marcel Jones. 

“In our winter time, it’s 73 (degrees),’ he said. 
“This winter time, it's below zero.’ 

His adjustment was facilitated by four other 
freshmen from Arizona in his recruiting class: 
Jaivorio Burkes, Eric Hagg, Prince Amukamara 
and Will Yancy, with whom he roomed. 

“| knew most of the guys,” said Jones. “That 
helped a lot. Whenever | got homesick, Id just 
go chill with them. They were like, ‘It’s OK. We 


Jones redshirted - as did Yancy - and that 
“was a little tough because you get a little 
antsy. ‘I just want to blow up that hole for that 
back: But | guess you've got to pay your dues," 
Jones said. 

His dues paid, Jones started the first game in 
which he played at Nebraska, stepping in for an 
injured Lydon Murtha."| had a lot of butterflies, 
actually. | was really nervous,’ he said “But 
after you get the first couple of plays, get a 
couple under your belt, you starting gaining 
confidence. 


all miss home, but we're here together so it's 
all right!” 


“Once you get that first hit, you realize, ‘OK, | 


mm” 


should be here! 


HI: If you could put only three things on your iPod, what three things would they be? 
JONES: I don’t even know. There are so many things, mainly just a bunch of music, calm 
music. I’m more of an R&B guy. I like some Usher, Usher's pretty good; Chris Brown, some 
Jagged Edge. 


HI: If you could spend 30 minutes with a celebrity, sports or otherwise, who would it be? 
JONES: If we’re going sports, I’d have to try to get with Jonathan Ogden because he’s one of 
the greatest tackles to ever play the game. I'd just chill with him, ask questions, get a feel for 
him and all that. Non-sports, this might sound a little bad, but it probably would be Beyonce 
because I always wanted to go on a date with her. 


HI: If your life were made into a movie, whom would you pick to play your character? 
JONES: I'd pick the big guy in The Green Mile, Michael Clarke Duncan. Me and him kind of 
look a like. 


rue HI: When you cook for yourself, what's your specialty? 
GREENS MILE JONES: I’m not really good at cooking so my specialty is just grilling a burger on my little 
: George Foreman grill. 


HI: What’s the best movie you've seen recently? 

JONES: The new Batman movie, it was really good. I saw the other one, but this one blew 
that one out of the water. The actor who played the Joker played that part good, There was a 
lot of action and I like action. 


HI: If you could eat only one thing for the next week, what would it be? 
JONES: Cheeseburgers and fries, that’s my favorite, never get tired of it. 


HI: Who's the funniest guy on the team? 

JONES: Oh, there are a lot of funny guys. It’s kind of hard to choose one. Jaivorio’s 
(Burkes) a real jokester. (Lydon) Murtha’s a funny guy. PHIL DILLARD is pretty funny. They 
tell jokes, joke around. They really help a lot so it’s not that serious. They’re really funny. 


HI: If you could excel in any collegiate sport except basketball, what sport would it be? 
JONES: I'd try basketball. I played basketball all through high school. I was a rebounder and a 
banger on the inside. 


HI: Tom Brady or Peyton Manning? 
JONES: Peyton Manning's just a great passer, but Tom Brady knows how to win. So even though 
he had a little mess-up in that last Super Bowl, he’s got so many of them, I’ll go with Tom Brady. 


HI: What's the best thing served at the training table? 

JONES: The thing I like is a create-your-own pasta, you get to choose your sauce, choose 
your noodles, choose everything you want to go with it. If you want to try seafood Alfredo 
one day or you want to go with sausage or bacon, a lot of vegetables. Gotta get the carbs. 
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Considering his childhood and teen- 
age years, Jay Terry’s job as the Nebraska 
football team’s head equipment manager 
makes perfect sense. 

His father, Jim Terry, has been a teacher 
and coach in the Cozad, Neb., public school 
system for more than three decades. He’s 
coached freshman football, eighth-grade 
basketball as well as high school track and 
field, among other duties. 

“So growing up, instead of going toa 
babysitter, | went to practice with my dad,” 
Jay Terry said. “I was always the little punk 
kid at practice, in the way and stuff like that. 
I just grew up around athletics.” 

The 32-year-old Terry has been the 
equipment manager for the Nebraska 
football team since 2002. All told, he has 
spent the past 11 years on the Husker 
athletic department equipment staff. 

As the football team’s head equipment 


Jay Terry 


Managing Husker equipment needs 


WITH STEVEN M. SIPPLE 


- 


manager, Terry maintains the 
locker room and is in charge 
of the team’s equipment needs. 
He also coordinates transportation of all 
football and support equipment to road 
games. It’s a job that requires attention to 
detail, considering the semi-trailer truck is 
filled with a wide variety of items, including 
helmets, shoulder pads, cleats, coaches’ 
headsets, training room equipment, video 
equipment, cheerleaders’ gear, Gatorade, 
water bottles and even snacks for players 
and coaches. 

Terry oversees a staff of three full-time 
assistants and several student workers who 
handle all of the university's 23 athletic 
teams. 

Terry experienced high-level football at 
a relatively early age. He was a sophomore 
on the 1991 Cozad football team that 
captured the Class B state title and featured 


Troy Hassebroek 


“I'm a Husker; it’s as simple as that.’ 


When offered the opportunity to walk 
on at Nebraska, Troy Hassebroek didn’t 
think twice before accepting. He grew up 
not far from Memorial Stadium. From his 
backyard on game days, he could hear the 
crowd cheering and see the balloons rising 
following the Cornhuskers’ first touchdown. 

He sold boxes and boxes of Baby Ruth 
and Butterfinger candy bars to raise money 
for Lincoln's youth football program and 
win tickets to see Nebraska play. The tickets 
were the highest incentive prize for selling 
candy. And he wasn’t about to settle for a 
T-shirt or anything else. 

The tickets were for seats near the top of 
the South Stadium. “You could barely see,” 
said Hassebroek, who got there a good hour 
beforehand. “But it wasn’t only about seeing 
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the game. It was being at the stadium, the 
Tunnel Walk, seeing the players run on the 
field.” 

Eventually, he was one of those players, 
starting as a senior. 

His career goal 
is college coaching 
and then athletic 
administration. 
To that end, Iowa 
State offered him a 
graduate assistant’s 
position in strength 
and conditioning, but 
he turned it down. “It 
just didn’t feel right 
about me going to 
another Big 12 North 


a, 


future Husker standouts Chris Dishman 
and Brendan Holbein “and a lot of other 
talented kids,” Terry said. “My dad said that 
was the best class of senior athletes he'd 
seen in 30 years.” 

“T wouldn't say I played a whole lot, but I 
was on the team,” Terry added. 

If he wasn’t an equipment manager, what 
type of work would Terry want to do? 

“To be honest, I have no clue what 
I'd do if I wasn’t doing this,” he said. “I 
started full-time for the university when I 
was 21 and wasn't even done with college. 
I started out taking classes in college to be 
a teacher like my dad. He kind of talked 
me out of it. Then I started taking classes 
in the journalism college. I always liked 
listening to sports radio. I thought that'd 
be good.” 


BY MIKE BABCOCK 


TROY HASSEBROEK 


LETTERS: 1999-02 

POSITION: Wingback 

CURRENT: U.S. History teacher, 

Irving Middle School in Lincoln, Neb., 

assistant football coach, Lincoln High; 
working on second masters degree in 

sports management, UNL 


Division school,” he said. 


“I’m a Husker; it’s as simple as that.” 
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Huskers aim to add depth at receiver 


BY RICK SHAW 


H he Nebraska football team boasted 

commitments from 12 high 

school athletes heading into early 
September. Out of those pledges, six are 
slated to begin their football careers in 
Lincoln on the offensive side of the ball. 
However, none of the current members 
of the 2009 Husker recruiting class are 
penciled in to play receiver when they 
arrive on campus. 

Nebraska would like to snag, at least, two 
pass-catching threats before letters of intent 
are signed in early February. With at least two 
receiving prospects set to visit Lincoln during 
the first part of September, the Huskers are 
doing their best to shore up numbers at that 
position sooner rather than later. 

ABRECU f NEZ, a 6-2, 185-pound 
speedster (4.42-second 40-yard dash) out 
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of Rayville, La., plans to travel to two 


f 


Wide receiver Brandon Kinnie of Fot Scott (Kan.) Community College is scheduled to visit 
the Huskers in early September. 


campuses during the first few weeks of 


the season before finalizing his college 
decision. Claiming scholarship offers 

from Nebraska, Tulsa and Colorado, the 
Louisiana standout said his final choice 
will likely come down to either the Huskers 
or the Golden Hurricane. 

“With Nebraska, I like their coaches a 
lot and their tradition. Coach ‘J.P’ (John 
Papuchis) tells me that I'd be a perfect fit 
at Nebraska with my skills and the way I 
go up for the ball. I know it can get kind 
of cold up there but I’ve been going on the 
internet and looking at their stuff. Their 
stadium is really neat - really big. I see 
myself playing in it.” 

Rated the No. 82 receiver in the country 
(three-stars) by Rivals.com, Martinez 
hauled in approximately 45 passes for over 


700 yards and 10 touchdowns as a junior. 
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He is scheduled to take an official visit to 
Nebraska on Sept. 5 and one to Tulsa on 
Sept. 19. 

“T'll probably make my decision in early 
October, after I see both of those places,” 
Martinez said. 

Another receiver scheduled to visit 
Lincoln in early September is 

NIE of Fort Scott (Kan.) Community 
College. Although the Huskers and 
Razorbacks of Arkansas are the only 
schools at this juncture to extend offers 
to the 6-3, 220-pounder, Fort Scott wide 
receiver coach Michael Chandler said he 
expects interest to continue to grow. 

“He has tremendous upside,” Chandler 


said. “He would have been one of our best 


receivers last year but we chose to redshirt 


him instead. We have a corner going to 
Texas A&M and he can’t stop him (Kinnie) 
in practice. | think he can be unstoppable — 
and he’s still maturing.” 

Kinnie attended Grandview High 
School on the Missouri side of Kansas 
City. He was an all-state selection as a 
junior, finding himself on the receiving end 
of several touchdown throws of current 
Kansas State quarterback Josh Freeman. 
The tall and speedy (4.4-second 40-yard 
dash) Kinnie is slated to visit Nebraska on 
Sept. 5. 

Austin (Texas) S.F. Austin receiver 

; KE hold scholarship tenders 
from 18 Division I schools. The 6-1, 195- 
pound standout, however, has begun to 


narrow the scope of his college search and 


the Cornhuskers 


“WE HAVE 


a corner going to Texas 
A&M and he can’t stop him 


are one a few 


aie COMMITTED 
(Nebraska) are 


in my top four,” 


schools still under 


consideration. Jackson said. 


“I'd say my “Nebraska is a 


in practice. I think he can be 


favorites right big-time program. 


now are Missouri, They're always up 


unstoppable — and he’s still 


Florida, Texas Tech, hae ns 
Tulsa, Nebraska, mabueing, 
Oregon and 
Colorado,” Blake 
said. “T haven't really 
finalized any visits 
yet, 

“With Nebraska, I’ve talked to them 
quite a bit. I’ve watched them play a few 
times and they throw the ball quite a bit, 
which is always a plus. I’ve talked to coach 
(Ron) Brown and he has made it known 
that Nebraska is very interested in me. He's 
a real laid-back guy. He doesn’t just talk 
football. It’s been real fun getting to know 
him. There is a good possibility that I'll take 
a trip up there.” 

Rated the No. 20 prospect in Texas (four- 
stars) by Rivals.com, Blake tallied 412 yards 
in receptions on 22 catches as a junior. As a 
sophomore, he amassed 525 receiving yards 
on 28 catches, 

“The schools recruiting me really like my 
route running, my hands and my ability to 
make plays,” Blake said. “A lot of schools 
say I’m a possession receiver who can do 
a lot of good things with the ball in my 
hands.” 

DIANTE JACKSON is one of the more 
highly recruited receiving targets on the 
West Coast. The 6-1, 190-pound pass- 
catcher out of Walnut Creek (Calif.) Las 
Lomas holds scholarship offers from 
Arizona State, Colorado, Nebraska, 
Oregon, Oregon State, San Jose State, 
Washington and Washington State. Though 
the Buffaloes and Ducks currently hold 
the upper-hand in the race for his pledge, 
Jackson said that Nebraska is also one of 


his top options. 
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FORT SCOTT WIDE RECEIVER 
COACH MICHAEL CHANDLER ON 
BRANDON KINNIE 
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there. | got a chance 
to meet coach 

(Ted) Gilmore this 
past spring. He’s a 
great guy and a big 
reason I'd visit the 
school. I’ve done 
some research on their program on the Web 
and I've liked what I’ve seen.” 

Jackson earned first-team all-league 
honors as a junior, hauling in 65 receptions 
for 1,287 yards and 19 touchdowns. Rated 
the No. 46 prospect in the state (three- 
stars) by Rivals, the West Coast athlete 
is scheduled to take early season visits to 
both Colorado and Oregon. If he holds 
back from committing to either of those 
two colleges on his visits, the Huskers have 
a great chance to host him on a trip to 
Lincoln later in the year. 

Though Nebraska has yet to extend 
a tender to in-state prospect VONDRAE 
TOSTENSON, they are still keeping active 
tabs on the 6-4, 225-pound prospect out of 
Omaha (Neb.) Millard South. Tostenson 
is rated the No. 1 prospect in the state by 
Rivals and he already claims an offer from 
the University of Lowa. If he can shore 
up some work in the classroom this fall 
and prove he’s back to good health after 
suffering a knee injury last season, he could 
definitely earn an offer from the Huskers 
before Signing Day in February. 

Nebraska has gotten off to a quick start 
in recruiting for their class of 2009 but are 
still looking for their first pledge from a 
receiver, With a couple of prime pass- 
catching targets scheduled to visit campus 
in September, the Huskers are hoping to 


remedy that soon. N 


IGNORING EXPECTATIONS 


Playing on the No. 1 high school team 
in the country by several publications, 
Nebraska running back commit 
DONTRAYEVOUS ROBINSON isn't 
thinking about expectations. 

Robinson says that it’s all about a week- 
to-week mindset. They took that focus 
into their first game against out-of-state 
opponent River Ridge (La.) John Curtis, 
coming away with a 28-12 win. But the 
team doesn't sit around and peruse the 
publicity about their ranking before each 
game. 

“To tell you the truth,’ Robinson said. 
"Coach talked about it one time and 
that was the time we found out we were 
ranked No. 1, Ever since, we haven't talked 
about it since then. We just come out and 
play football’ 

Robinson says that since he was injured 
late in the season last year, the first few 
minutes of his game took a little bit of 
adjustment. 

"| didn’t know what to expect,’ Robinson 
said.“| guess | was trying to get used to 
it and | finally did. | got into that comfort 
zone and felt good about it. | think I'll be 
better the next game. 

When he got into that “comfort zone; he 
did do well — finishing with two rushing 
touchdowns and close to five yards per 
carry. Making his commitment NU early 
didn't hurt either. 

“It’s easier | guess,’ he said. "But I'm the 
kind of player that worries about the team 
no matter what.’ 

by John Talman, Recruiting Publisher 
Huskerslllustrated.com 
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RecruitingNotebook 
Sooner State Haul 


by Sean Stevens to games at Oklahoma, Oklahoma State and 
ee, Kansas in the past, but Nebraska is a place of 
The beginning of the college football season __ it’s own. It’s pretty crazy. It’s something you can 
also means the beginning of campus visits for only find in Lincoln.” 
high school prospects. While Nebraska didn’t As Rivals.com’s 37th-ranked _ player 
host any official visitors for the Western Michigan __ nationally, he has a number of options to 
game, there were some unofficial visitorson hand. choose from. Along with Nebraska, he holds 
Among those in the seats was cornerback GABE __ offers Florida, LSU, Miami, Oklahoma, Texas, 
LYNN (Jenks, Okla.), the younger brother of | USC and others. 
Husker linebacker PHILLIP DILLARD. “I'm sure I'll take a few visits over the next 
With his brother entering his junior year, couple of months as I'd really like to make a 
the 6-0, 185-pound Lynn has been to Lincoln decision before the end of my season. There’s 
a number of times. This was the first game in _ probably a pretty good chance I'll make it back 
the Bo Pelini era, however, and Lynn enjoyed up to Nebraska for another game over the next 


what he saw. few weeks too.” N 

“Nebraska made a few mistakes in the (a4 THERE 3 S 
secondary but they looked a lot better than 
last year. They were flying around out there... I probably a pretty good chance 


thought the defense looked improved. I thought I'll make it back up to Nebraska 


the linebackers and defensive line were much for another game over the next 


: sd.” 
improve few weeks too.” 


Lynn has visited a number of Big Twelve 
stadiums, but game day in Lincoln continues to 


impress him. CORNERBACK '” 


“The game time atmosphere at Nebraska is PROSPECT | 
GABE LYNN 


the best I’ve ever been to,” he said. “I've been 


2009 Nebraska Commitment List 

Name Pos. Ht. Wt. Hometown (High School) 

Nick Ash OL 6-5 261 Keller, Texas (Keller) 

Shawn Bodtmann OLB 6-0 205 Scranton, Pa. (West Scranton) 
DeAndre Byrd cB 5-10 170 Tallahassee, Fla. (Lincoln) 

Jess Coffey OL 6-7 270 Denton, Texas (Guyer) 
Emerson Evans DE 6-1 230 Houston, Texas (Alief Taylor) | 
Cody Green QB 6-4 220 Dayton, Texas (Dayton) 

Taylor Martinez ATH 6-0 176 Corona, Calif. (Centennial) 

Cole Pensick DL 6-2 250 Lincoln, Neb. (Northeast) 

Thaddeus Randle DL 6-1 255 Galena Park, Texas (North Shore) | 
Dontrayevous Robinson RB 6-1 215 Euless, Texas (Trinity) 
Brent Qvale OL 6-7 300 Williston, N.D. (Williston) 

CJ. Zimmerer FB 6-0 213 Omaha, Neb. (Omaha Gross) 
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SIDELINES 


SAFETY TO VISIT 

DAYTAWION LOWE, a 6-0, 
175-pound four-star safety 
from Midwest City (Okla.) is 
also considering NU along with 
Oklahoma State, Texas Tech, 
Missouri, Pitt and Kansas. Lowe 
holds close to twenty scholarship 
offers, but Nebraska has made 
enough of an impression to garner 
an official visit. He'll visit with his 
teammate, top-ranked all-purpose 
back DAVID OKU. 

“Yep, my first visit is already firmed 
up - it’s in the books,” Lowe said. 
“I'm going to Nebraska Sept. 26 to 
watch them take on Virginia Tech. 
Nebraska is really about the only 
school that David and | will both 
visit. The other schools on our lists 
are different.’ 

Nebraska currently trails Oklahoma 
State, but will get their chance to 
make a strong impression when he 


arrives in Lincoln. 


OKLAHOMA RECEIVER? 

Another Oklahoman considering 
Nebraska is 6-2, 210-pound three- 
star athlete TERRELL WILLIAMS 
of Tulsa. Williams has many options, 
but he is almost certain that he will 
visit Lincoln. 

“| know Nebraska is a great school 
with great tradition,’ Williams said. 
“They are definitely high on my list. 
They want me to play wide receiver 
for them. | definitely have to check 
out Lincoln. Nebraska is rebuilding 
things up there with a new 
coaching staff and | know | could 
go in and compete right away. I've 
always liked Nebraska and | know 
they like to utilize big receivers, That 


may be a good fit for me.” 


NILES PAUL RETURNS 
A PUNT VS. SAN JOSE STATE. 


ith 12:17 

to play 
against San 
Jose State, 
Nebraska 
was lingering 
in the danger 
zone. The 


Cornhuskers 


were clinging to a 14-12 lead with their 
offense sputtering and the underdog Spartans 
slowly winning the field position battle. 

Enter Niles Paul. 

A highly touted sophomore who has 
been eagerly awaiting his time to shine at 
Nebraska, Paul gave the Huskers precisely 
what they needed. His 85-yard kickoff return 
sparked NU’s 21-0 game-closing run during a 
35-12 victory. 

“T go out there every time I get a return 
~— a punt return or kick return — thinking that 
I’m going take it to the house,” Paul said. “I 
think that all football players should have that 
type of mentality.” 

The energy sparked by Paul’s return 
appeared to immediately transfer to 
Nebraska’s defense. The Huskers knocked 
San Jose State quarterback Kyle Reed out of 
the game on the next play from scrimmage 
as Zach Potter and Phillip Dillard combined 
for a sack that resulted in a 12-yard loss and, 
eventually, a three-and-out possession for the 
Spartans. 

San Jose State’s punt then traveled just 
27 yards, setting up a short scoring drive for 
the Huskers. Roy Helu’s 14-yard TD run 
with 9:05 left gave Nebraska a 28-12 lead as 
Nebraska significantly turned the tide in a 
three-minute span. 

“Anytime you have a kickoff return for a 


touchdown, it helps out a lot,” Potter said. 
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Niles Paul broke open the game with his 85-yard kickoff return against San Jose State. 


“As a defense, we'd like to be off the field a 
little longer, but it was seven points up on the 
board and it was good.” 

Nebraska coach Bo Pelini agreed. 

“Tt gave us a boost of energy,” Pelini said. 
“They were hanging around, hanging around 
and so it gave us a little bit of breathing 
room.” 


Executing a kickoff return called 
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“Spartan,” to near perfection, Paul said he 
was excited about the role of the special 
teams unit in the victory. 

“T think it excited our offense and our 
defense a little bit,” Paul said. “I’m proud of 
myself that I could do that and I’m proud 
of our kickoff return team that we could do 
that.” 


— by Terry Douglass 
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NEBRASKA 35, SAN JOSE STATE 12 


Despite coach expressing confidence in the 
running game, Nebraska took a step backward with 99 yards 
rushing, averaging 3.3 yards a carry. | did provide a 
fourth-quarter spark. 


PASSING: 


was limited to 216 yards passing — his lowest total 
as a starter. Despite completing 17-of-25 attempts, Nebraska 
appeared occasionally out of sync as Ganz was sacked three 
times and intercepted once. 


RUSHING DEFENSE: 


Sloppy tackling, especially in the first half, haunted the Huskers 
as San Jose State rushed for 137 yards. Nebraska did limit the 
Spartans to just 31 yards on the ground in the second half. 


PASSING DEFENSE: 


Nebraska did a better job of eliminating major busts 
in coverage, but again, missed tackles hurt. Two big 
interceptions - one apiece for defensive linemen 

and - proved crucial. 


KICKING/SPECIAL TEAMS: 


85-yard kickoff return was unquestionably 
the play of the game. On the rare occasions when 
doesn’t boot the ball into the end zone, 


Nebraska's kickoff coverage hasn't exactly been air-tight. 
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Roy Helu rushed for 59 yards on nine carries against the Spartans. Armando Murillo breaks up a pass in the fourth quarter. 
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Senior defensive end 

was a busy fellow, deflecting the pass that 

intercepted, joining inon 
the sack of San Jose State quarterback Kyle 
Reed — who left the game with a concussion 
following the sack — and intercepting a pass 
on the Spartans’ next series. 

Potter was credited with an 11-yard return 
of his second career interception. On the 
interception return “we saw Potter couldn't 
run,” quarterback said, jokingly. 

“T forgot how to high-step out of high 
school, so I got caught by the quarterback,” 
said Potter. 


SAN JOSE SACKS 


San Jose State managed only one sack 
in a 13-10 victory against UC Davis. But 
the Spartans sacked JO twice on 
Nebraska's first series, and three times for the 
game. 

“That hurt me as an o-lineman and as the 
leader on the o-line,” Cornhusker offensive 


guard | said. “You just hate 
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seeing things like that.” 

The offensive line’s problems might have 
been explained by Murphy’s Law, which 
states: If something can go wrong, it will. 
“And that’s really frustrating for me because 
I take pride in our o-line,” said Slauson. 
“T think we’re awesome. It seemed like 


everybody was just a step off.” 


FIRST IN A LONG TIME 

) UKONC > 49-yard interception 
return for a touchdown was the first for a 
Cornhusker defensive tackle since 1992, 
when Bruce Moore returned an interception 
54 yards for a touchdown against Arizona 
State. Suh said there was no way he wasn’t 
going to score. Defensive coordinator and 
line coach 11 told him if were 
ever caught in such a situation, he, Pelini, 
wouldn’t talk to him again. 

“So I definitely was not going to get caught. 
And if I did, I was going to drag that person 
in the end zone with me,” said Suh. The 


interception was his second at Nebraska. 


(above) 


Sophomore 
replaced an injured E TURNER at 
defensive end and responded witha team-high 
10 tackles, including three for losses. “Pierre 
had a great game,” said junior defensive 
tackle ND NG SUH. “Obviously, he 


can step up and be a starter for us.” 


URNER OUT 


NEBRASKA 35, SAN JOSE STATE 12 


On the third play of San Jose State's first offensive series, Cornhusker defensive end BARRY 
TURNER had to be helped from the field after suffering what coach BO PELINI termed a “fairly 


significant” injury. Pelini wasn’t any more specific than that, however. Turner returned to the 


sideline in the second half, on crutches, his left foot in a boot. 


NUS aaa oO 


NO OFFENSE, BUT... 


Nebraska’s offense never got into a rhythm, 
according to quarterback JOE GANZ. “That’s 
big for the offense because we kind of thrive 
on that rhythm, really, of being able to move 
the ball a little bit. It was a tough day. It was 
frustrating,” he said. “But it was good for us, 
kind of shocked us.” 

The offense knows what it needs to do in 
order to get better, said Ganz. “Defense and 
special teams won it for us, really, today. We’re 
trying not to let that ever happen again.” 

The reason? “The offense has a lot of 
pride,” he said. 


OUT OF SYNC 


Nebraska managed only 99 yards rushing, 
46 of them in the fourth quarter. “We’re not 
on the same page,” said coach Bo Pelini. “In 
order to run the football, you have to be 11 
guys doing their jobs. You have a breakdown 
there, a breakdown here, you have issues. I 
don’t think it’s what we’re calling. We’re just 
not executing very well right now.” 


TO THE HOUSE 


NILES PAUL’s 85-yard kickoff return for a 
touchdown was Nebraska’s second in the last 
four games, carrying over to the Kansas State 
game a year ago when CORTNEY GRIXBY 


The Cornhuskers 
particular return, 


returned one 93 yards. 
worked on_ that called 
“Spartan,” all week, said Paul, a sophomore 
wide receiver from Omaha. “It just opened up 


like we practiced.” 


NOT REDSHIRTING 


Two more true freshmen played against San 
Jose State. Cornerback ALFONZO DENNARD 
and linebacker MATT HOLT joined MASON 
WALD and SEAN FISHER in shedding potential 
redshirts. Dennard escorted Niles Paul on his 
85-yard kickoff return for a touchdown. “I 
know he’s only a freshman, but he plays like a 
senior,” Paul said. “He just told me to follow 
him, and I trusted him and followed him.” 


CREDIT NEBRASKA, TOO 


“T thought we moved the ball pretty well, 
except when we got down to the red zone,” 
said San Jose State wide receiver Kevin 
Jurovich, who caught four passes for a game- 
high 84 yards. “We just didn’t convert. That’s 
a credit to Nebraska and that’s a credit to their 
defense. But I thought offensively we moved 
the ball pretty well.” The Spartans out-yarded 
Nebraska, 353 to 315. The disparity was 
much greater at the end of three quarters. San 
Jose State had 277 yards to the Cornhuskers’ 
183 yards. 


huskersillustrated.com 


PHOTO BY RANDY HAMPTON 


SEPTE 


“a ¥ 
i = 


>> Former Cornhusker 


wrestler and Olympic gold 
medalist RULON GARDNER 
was introduced to the 291st 
consecutive sellout crowd at 
Memorial Stadium near the end 
of the first quarter. 


»> Defensive tackle TY 
STEINKUHLER, wide receivers 
NATE SWIFT and TODD 
PETERSON and place-kicker 
ALEX HENERY were chosen 
captains for the game. 


»> NATE SWIFT caught six 
passes for 70 yards, to increase 
his career total to 1,726 receiving 
yards. He is only 36 yards behind 
TERRENCE NUNN on the school 
career list. Nunn is second on 
the list. 


>> Quarterback JOE GANZ 
became the 16th player in 
Cornhusker history to pass for 
2,000 or more yards during his 
career. Ganz completed 17-of-25 
passes for 216 yards, with one 
interception. 


>» Senior linebacker TYLER 
WORTMAN was presented 
the Brook Berringer Memorial 
Endowed Scholarship during 
pre-game ceremonies. 


>> ANDY CHRISTENSEN was on 
the Husker sideline. Christensen, 
who had been suspended 
indefinitely following an off-field 
incident prior last winter, was 
acquitted in court earlier in the 
week. 
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Sept. 6, 2008 
Memorial Stadium - Lincoln, Neb. 
Attendance: 84,146 


QT Ist 2nd 3rd 4th Tot 
San Jose State 6 3 0 3 12 
Nebraska 14 i) 0 21 35 
FIRST QUARTER 
First Quarter 
SJSU NU 
SJSU Reed 12-yard Run 
Uohnson Kick Failed) 09:48 6 tt) 
Drive: 5 plays 59 yds 2:00 
NU Castille 3-yard Run 
(Henery Kick) 05:16 6 7 
Drive: 9 plays 86 yds 4:26 
NU Suh TD INT 
(Henery Kick) 03:09 6 14 
Second Quarter 
SJSU — Strubeck 41-yard Field Goal 
07:09 9 4 
Drive: 9 plays 50 yds 3:50 
Fourth Quarter 
SJSU — Strubeck 27-yard Field Goal 
12:17 12 4 
Drive: 6 plays 42 yds 2:45 
NU Paul TD KO 
(Henery Kick) 12:07 12 21 
NU Helu 14-yard Run 
(Henery Kick) 09:05 12 28 
Drive: 5 plays 35 yds 2:18 
NU Lucky 2-yard Run 
(Henery Kick) 03:03 12 35 


Drive: 10 plays 74 yds 4:19 


TEAM STATS 


Total First Downs 
Rushing... 
Passing ... 


Rushing Attempts... 
Yards Gained Rushing 
Yards Lost Rushing... 
Net Yards Rushing 
Net Yards Passing 
Passes Attempted .. 
Passes Completed 
Had Intercepted 
Percent Completion 
Yards per Attempt. . 
Yards per Completion. 
Total Offensive Plays . 
Total Net Yards... 
Avg. Gain Per Play 
Fumbles: No-Lost .... 
Penalties: No-Yards. 
Punts: No-Yards . . 
Avg. Per Punt 
Avg. Net Punt 
Punt Returns: No-Yards . 
Kickoff Returns: No-Yards. 
Interception Returns: No-Yards 
Fumble Returns: No-Yards 
Miscellaneous Yards 
Possession Time. 
Third-Down Conversions . 
Percentage 
Fourth-Down Conversions. 
Percentage.........++ 
Sacks By: No-Yards . 
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Rushing No Gain Lost Net Avg TD 
Helu jr. 9 61 2 59 6.6 1 
Lucky a 25 2 23 33 1 
Mendoza 2 12 0 12 6.0 0 
Castille 6 8 1 7 1.2 1 
Ganz 6 15 17 2 03 0 
Total 30 «(121 22 3 3s 3 
Passing Att Comp % Int Yds TD 
Ganz 25 17 68.0 1 21 O 
Witt 2 1 50.0 i) 0 0 
Total 27 18 66.7 1 #21 #0 
Receiving No Yds To 
Swift 6 70 0 
Peterson 4 59 0 
Helu jr. 2 32 0 
Paul 2 27 0 
Holt 2 24 0 
Lawson 1 4 0 
Mendoza 1 0 tt] 
Total 18 216 0 
Punt Ret No Yds TD 
Paul 2 1S 0 
Swift 1 8 0 
Total 3 23 tt) 
Kick Ret No Yds TD 

Paul 2 m1 1 
Denard 2 21 0 
Total 4 132 

Punting No Avg Lg Blk TB FC 50+ 
Titchener 5 39.0 45 o 0 0 0 
Total 5 39.0 45 0 LY) 0 Oo 
Field Goals Made Att lg 
Total t) i) : 
Defense Solo Ast Tot TFL Sac PD FF 
Allen 3 7 10 28 00 1 oY) 
Dillard 2 6 8 056056 0 O 
Murillo 6 2 8 O50 00 1 0 
Asante 6 ey 0-0 0-0 0 0 
Steinkuhler 4 2 6 OS-1 0-0 0 0 
Glenn a 1 §& 14 0-0 0 0 
O'Hanlon 2 + 0-0 0-0 i) 0 
Suh 2 < 0-0 00 1 0 
Potter 0 4 4 05-6 05-6 1 0 
Amukamara 2 i. 3 0-0 0-0 0 0 
West 3 0 3 1-2 1-2 o oO 
Barfield 1 t 2 0-0 0-0 0 0 
Hagg 2 0 2 0-0 0-0 2 0 
Moore 0 > er 0-0 00 0 0 
Culbert 0 1 1 0-0 0-0 0 0 
Hays 0 1 1 00 00 0 0 
Holt i) 1 4X 00 00 o Oo 
Holt 0 1 1 00 00 0 0 
O'Leary 1 oo] 0-0 0-0 0 Oo 
Paul 0 1 1 00 00 0 0 
Interception Ret No Yds TD 

Suh 1 49 1 
Potter 1 W 0 
Total 2 60 1 


Athletic Director Tom Osborne pre 
| game to linebacker Tyler Wortman. 


In 20 
0 


sented the Brook Berringer Scholarship prior to Saturday’s 


SAN JOSE STATE 


Rushing No Gain Lost Net A D tg 
Rushing No Gain Lost Net Avg TD lg 
Davis z 58 0 58 83 0 24 
Reed 15 $1 19 32 2.1 1 18 
Richmond | 26 4 22 Za; Ol "16 
Rutley 4 22 3 19 448 Cie be 
Liaina 1 3 it) 3 3.0 0 3 
Jurovich 2 2 tt) 2 1.0 0 1 
Eden 2 2 1 1 0.5 0 2 
Total 34 «164 27. «137—~—4.0 1 24 
Passing Att Comp % Int Yds TD lg 
Reed 26 18 69.2 1, C363 Oo 28 
Eden 7 1 143 1 55 Oo 55 
Total 33 19 57.6 7° 216 °O. SS 
Receiving No Yds TD Lg 
Jurovich 4 84 0 55 
Richmond 5 59 0 28 
Clark 4 22 0 7 
Beauchman 2 21 0 4 
Williams 2 16 0 10 
Davis 1 9 0 9 
Elledge 1 5 0 5 
Total 19 216 t) 55 
Punt Ret No Yds TD Lg 
Jurovich 2 21 0 ‘nt 
Francies 2 5 0 9 
Kick Ret No Yds TD lg 
Rutley 2 69 0 36 
Total 2 69 0 36 
Punting No Avg lg Bik TB FC 50+ In20 
Zavala 6 343 43 ord 1 0 3 
Total 6 343 43 0 0 1 0 3 
Field Goals Made Att lg Bikd 
Strubeck 2 3 41 0 
Johnson 0 1 0 0 
Total 2 4 41 0 
Defense Solo Ast Tot TFL Sac PD FF FR 
Cole 2 6 8 153 1-2 Qi Be 1 
Jones 4 4 8 0-0 00 oO DG 
Ihenacho 5 » ee 5 2-8 1-7 1 o 0 
Owens 6 Tig 0-0 0-0 0 0 60 
Francies 4 2 6 0-0 0-0 1 reg 
Festejo 1 4 6 00 00 0 0 0 
Newsome 3 2°s 00 0-0 0 | OS 
Ihenacho 1 2 3 00 00 0 0 #0 
Schweiger 2 1 3 O51 00 O08 O80 O 
Chattman 1 1” 00 0-0 1 0.6 60 
Nigos 0 i Namo § 00 0-0 0 0 Oo 
Davis 1 | 18 18 #+O 0 0 
Eden 1 Oo 1 00 00 0 0 20 
Gilbert 1 a | 1-2 0-0 0 0 0 
Hunsucker 0 a 00 00 0 o 60 
Ring 0 1 1 00 0-0 0 0 0 
Smith 0 t > 00 00 0 0 0 
Strubeck 1 0 1 00 0-0 0 0 0 
Interception Ret No Yds TD Lg 
thenacho 1 0 0 0 


PHOTO BY RANDY HAMPTON 


: 


Sat., Aug. 30 


Sat., Sept. 6 


Sat., Sept. 27 
Sat., Oct. 4 
Sat., Oct. 11 
Sat, Oct. 18 
Sat., Oct. 25 
Sat., Nov. 1 
Sat, Nov. 8 
Sat., Nov. 15 
Fri, Nov, 28 


Sat,, Dec. 6 


Western Michigan 
San Jose State 
New Mexico State 
Virginia Tech 
Missouri 

Texas Tech 

lowa State 

Baylor 

Oklahoma 

Kansas 

Kansas State 


Colorado 


Big 12 Championship 


Memoria 
Memoria 
Memoria 


Memoria 


Memoria 


Stadium 


Stadium 


Stadium 


Stadium 


Stadium 


at Lubbock, Texas 


at Ames, lowa 


Memoria 


Stadium 


at Norman, Okla 


Memoria 


at Manhattan, Kan. 


Memoria 


Stadium 


Stadium 


at Kansas City, Mo. 


(Arrowhead Stadium) 


W, 47-24 
W, 35-12 
6pm 


BA 


2:30 p.m. (ABC) 


7 p.m. (ABC) 


THE PAUL FELL PREDICTION 


v. NEW MEXICO 


SEPTEMBER 13, 2008 
HUSKERS GET THE DROP ON THE AGGIES WHEN 
THEY ARRIVE FOR ASHOWDOWN IN BIG RED 
COUNTRY! 


New Mexico State @ Nebraska NU 49-21 
Kansas @ South Florida SF 35-31 
Nevada @ Missouri MU 45-13 
Oklahoma @ Washington OU 35-24 
Ohio State @ USC USC 28-10 


New Mexico State @ Nebraska NU 45-10 
Kansas @ South Florida SF 28-24 
Nevada @ Missouri MU 49-14 
Oklahoma @ Washington OU 42-17 
Ohio State @ USC USC 27-21 


New Mexico State @ Nebraska NU 56-20 
Kansas @ South Florida SF 20-14 
Nevada @ Missouri MU 48-17 
Oklahoma @ Washington OU 42-10 
Ohio State @ USC OSU 13-10 


New Mexico State @ Nebraska NU 49-24 
Kansas @ South Florida KU 28-24 
Nevada @ Missouri MU 42-13 
Oklahoma @ Washington OU 38-24 

Ohio State @ USC USC 27-17 


New Mexico State @ Nebraska NU 41-17 
Kansas @ South Florida SF 27-21 
Nevada @ Missouri MU 48-27 
Oklahoma @ Washington OU 38-10 
Ohio State @ USC USC 31-21 


Nebraska 42, New Mexico State 17; Kansas 35, South Florida 21; Missouri 49, 
Nevada 13; Oklahoma 45, Washington 24; USC 28, Ohio State 13. 
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PREVIEWING 


NEW MEXICO STATE 


Holbrook 


directs 


“Air Raid Offense” 


BY STEVEN M, SIPPLE 


NEW MEXICO STATE 
quarterback Chase Holbrook 
has a key word for why he 
enjoys operating head coach Hal 
Mumme’s offense. 

“Freedom,” the fifth-year 
senior quarterback said. “I get 
a lot of freedom to do what I 
want. He trusts me to make a lot 
of calls.” 

The fact Mumme trusts 
Holbrook obviously speaks 
well of Holbrook, especially 
considering Mumme’s 
reputation as an offensive coach. 
Early in his career, Mumme 
developed an attack that uses 
short passes to multiple receivers 
and running backs, allowing 
Mumme’s teams to compete 
against more talented and 
athletic opponents. 

A major focus of Mumme’s 
“Air Raid Offense” is forcing, 
defenses to cover the entire field, 
horizontally and vertically. 

New Mexico State rarely uses 
fewer than three wide receivers 
on a given play. 

“We like to spread the 
field,” said the 6-5, 240-pound 
Holbrook. “We want to stretch 
the defense out as much as we 
can. We're going to throw a lot of 
screens and things like that. It’s 
kind of part of our run game.” 

Holbrook began his college 
career in 2004 at Southeastern 
Louisiana, where Mumme was 
head coach. When Mumme left 
for New Mexico State the next 
season, Holbrook followed. 

As a star option quarterback 
at L.D. Bell High between 
Dallas and Fort Worth, Texas, 
Holbrook attracted scholarship 
offers from Texas Christian, 
Missouri and Tulsa, but those 
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schools wanted him to play tight 
end, he said. Mumme wanted 
Holbrook to play quarterback. 

“At the time, I weighed only 
about 215, but those schools 
(TCU, Mizzou and Tulsa) 
said they'd get me up to 255,” 
Holbrook said. “Back then, I 
couldn't gain weight, so I just 
kind of laughed at them.” 

What’s more, “I was 
definitely set on playing 
quarterback.” 

Although Holbrook was 
an option quarterback in high 
school, Mumme evidently 
spotted something that led 
him to believe Holbrook could 
become a good passer. 

“T don’t know how, but he got 
hold of my film and I just got 
lucky because they saw a few 
throws on there that they liked,” 
Holbrook said. 


COURTESY OF NEW MEXICO STATE MEDIA RELATIONS 


These days, Holbrook said, 
he doesn’t run the ball much (he 
netted five rushing yards last 
season on 55 attempts). 

“I’m not quite as nimble as I 
used to be,” he said. 

Holbrook received national 
acclaim in 2006 when he threw 
for 4,619 yards, an NCAA 
record for a sophomore. New 
Mexico State finished 4-8 
overall and 2-6 in the Western 
Athletic Conference. 

Last season, Holbrook 
threw for 3,866 yards and 
26 touchdowns, with 18 
interceptions, as the Aggies 
finished 4-9 and 1-7 in the WAC. 

“It was a tough year,” he 
said. “I had a few injuries that 
hurt. And I had too many 
interceptions. I definitely feel I 
need to cut down on those.” 

He said he’s excited to play 


STATE 


NEW MEXICO STATE 
QUICK FACTS 

Head coach: Hal Mumme 
(105-93-1 in 17 seasons; 8-29 at 
NMSU in four years) 
Enrollment: 16,428 
Colors: Crimson and white 
Conference: Western Athletic 
2007 record: 4-8 (1-6 WAC) 
Starters returning/lost: 15/10 
Series record: Nebraska leads 
2-0 (68-0 in 1982; 57-0 in 1979) 


2008 SCHEDULE 
NICHOLLS STATE, ppd 
at Nebraska 
at UTEP 
NEW MEXICO 
at Nevada 
SAN JOSE STATE 
at Idaho 
BOISE STATE 
HAWAII 
at Fresno State 
LOUISIANA TECH 
at Utah State 


Nebraska in Lincoln. 

“Growing up in Dallas and 
watching the Big 12, it’s kind of 
a dream to get to go play a Big 
12 school,” he said. 

»> The last time the Huskers and 
Aggies met, Nebraska set four 
NCAA records in route to a 68-0 
victory in 1982. The Huskers 

set records with 883 yards of 
total offense, 677 rushing yards 
without a loss, 36 rushing first 
downs and 43 total first downs. 

Mike Rozier rushed for 149 
yards on 14 carries and Turner 
Gill completed 10-of-13 passes 
for 93 yards. N 


NEW MEXICO STATE ROSTER 


THE ORIGINAL MAGATINE DEDICATES TO MEBRASKA ATHLETICS 


# QUARTERBACKS >>> HT WT YR. # LINEBACKERS >>> HT WT YR. 
15. Alex Carson QB 62 225 Fr. 47 BoyblueAoelua LB 5-10 217 “Fr. 
12 Chase Holbrook QB 65 246 Sr 45 DawanNolton LB S-11 212 «SFr. 
16 JJ.McDermott OB 65 220 So 54 DerekHinkley LB 5-10 232) Ror. 
13. Scott Galland QB 63 212 Fr 11 JamarCotton 1B 60 218 Jr. 
11 Trevor Walls QB 65 220 Fr. 34 Jason Scott LB 5-10 207 Jr. STRATED 
24 Justen Alford LB 62 227 Jr 
# OFFENSIVELINE >>> HT WT YR, 9  ‘2@AuliFonoti 1B 64 =253 Sr. 
58 Anthony Smith NT 6-1 225 Fr 42 NickPaden (B63 235) dr. z 
76 | Chuva SN a oe ok BS SEES iB) cenaheassen WESTERN MICHIGAN PREVIEW P 
59 David Norman OL 64 300 Jr 1 Randy Franzoy (Bo 63 «221 Fr. 
60 Derek Thompson OL 63 290 Fr. 51 Ross Conner LB 5-10 212 Jr. 
79 Eddie Tautolo OL 64 360 Fr 50 SiaosiTafuna (B 5-10 221 Fr. 
74 Joe Suder OL 65 346 Jr. 35 Chris Nwoko (8B 61 228 Sr. 
77 JoelBuschmann OL 63 289 So. 56 SamKing (B60 223 Sr. 
67 Joseph Palmer OL 63 308 Jr 
61 JRSaulietis OL 63 310 J. # KICKERS >>> HT WT YR. 
78 Kyle Smith OL 66 312 RSo, 98 ColinlLund K 5-11 192 Fr. 
62 Michael Grady OL 63 302 Fr. 46 JordanDavenport K 5-10 170 Fr. 
73 Patrick Blount OL 63 275 So, 96 KyleHughes K 60 184 Ro. 
65 Polo Gutierrez OL 62 304 Sr 99 KyleSnyder K 60 177 Fr 
63 Richard Bolin OL 62 291 Sr 93 RyanJastram K 61-198 So. 
64 Sunia Vaitai Ol 64 345 Fr sy 
70 WallaceJennings OL 62 277 Fr. | NEBRASKA TENTATIVE 2-DEEPS 
| OFFENSE 
# RUNNINGBACKS >>> HT WT YR. | WR 87 Swift,Nate 62 200 Sr. 
38 Brandon Perez FB «5-8 236 Jr. 4 Holt, Menelik 64 220 Jr. 
39 RubenMartinez FB 60 200 Fr. 8 WillHenry 6-5 220 So. 
22 Alonzo Cliatt REMUS BIMDIOSTI SS |e vee ca AP AEA ee BO PELINI BRINGS 
20 Brian Mead RB 5-8 154 So, aba Side : HIGH HOPES AND 
72 Jaivorio Burkes 65 325 So. 
6 DonavanRoberts RB 5-10 200 Fr. NEW DEFENSE T0 2008 
3. MarquellColston RB 5-9 205 Jr LG 61 MikeHuff 64 300 So. 
45 NdukweKas-Osaka RB 5-10 240 Fr. 68 Keith Williams 6-5 305 So. 
21 Ronald Opetaia RB 5-9 221 R-Fr. c 67 JacobHick 64 290 4 
jacob Hickman Ir. 
23 Tonny Glynn RB 5-8 192 Jr 58 Mike Caputo 61 275 RFr 
#. RECEIVERS >>> HT WT YR. | RG 70 MattSlauson 6-5 320 Sr. 
17 Kyle Nelson TE 64 232 So. 73 DJ.Jones 65 305 So. 
82 Ryan Franzoy TE 64 238 RSa 
18 AJ.Harris WR 60 210 Sr. RT 76 Murtha, Lydon 6-7 315 Sr. 
83 Barry Huntley WR 60 182 Jr. 78 Marcel Jones 67 310 RFr. 
28 Chris Williams WR 5-8 157 Sr , . 
TE 44 Mike McNeill 64 240 So. 
19 DarriusPreston WR 6-1 170 Fr. agi Dei Yours} e445 Se 
29 Doug McDaniel WR 5-10 193 Sr. 80 RyanHill 6-3 245 RFr. 
80 Jeremy Little WR 61 168 Fr, 
88 Julio Lopez WR 5-11 180 Fr. WR 17 ny Peterson 64 215 Sr 
5 Julius Flemin WR 58 162 Rr. 24 Niles Paul 61 210 So. 
aii N ane oa ey WR 59 187 sp |() 11 CurenskiGilleylen 6-0 210 
14 LaVorickWilliams WR 6-1 170 Fr. QB 12 GanzJoe 61 210 Sr. 
10 MarcusAnderson WR 58 166 Jr. 2 Witt, Patrick 6-4 225 RFr. 
84 StephonHatchett WR 5-8 170 So. 3 Lee, Zac 62 210 So. 
7 ToddLee WR 5-9 175 Fr. F eS, Maioa liek Pin Ce | 
2  WesNeiman WR 5-10 190 So. ebtee y c 
85 DrewThatcher WR 59 190 Sr | (0) 10 RoyHeluJ. 60° 215 So. ‘ 
= (or) 29 Quentin Castille 6-1 245 So. 
# DEFENSIVE LINE Hr WT YR. | FB 36 ThomasLawson 60 250 Sr 
52 Donte Savage 61 229 Fr. 45 Justin Makovicka 6-1 240 So. 
48 Pierre Fils 63 230 Fr. 
75 SamTallent 63 240 So | perense 
43 Dylan Moss 


$9 260 Jr (DE 98 Zach Potter 67 280 Sr. 
90 EJ.Cannon 60 292 RI | 88 Clayton Sievers 64 255 Sr. = 
63 256 Jn | 


91 JD Davis 
6-1 233 So, |NT 93 Ndamukong Suh 64 300 Jr. 


>>> 
DE 
DE 
DE 
DL 
OL 
DL 
37  Ka‘ua Adolpho DL ‘ 
Sinem, & 3 eye scence 33% SUBSCRIPTION TODAY FOR 
68 Matt Passwaters OL 63 269 J | 
DL 
DL 
DL 
DL 
DT 
S 
s 
Ss 
Ss 
Ss 


95 Oren Long 62 260 St [DT 43 TySteinkuhler 63 280 Sr 
97  Rhyan Anderson 65.263 %Sr) | 94 Jared Crick 66 280 RFr. 
72 Sioeli Fakalata 63 313 Jn | Bell comeatn sane s 
39 Spencer Diaz 65 206 So. arry Tumer re 
44 Chris Romero 64 276 Jr 95” Prerre Allen Oe 20a IO. 
41 Brennan Baiamonte 61 211 Sr } WLB 34 CodyGlenn 60 235 Sr. 
22 Derrick Richardson 5-11 190 Sr. 40 Blake Lawrence 62° 225. Sa fa 
32 Jerry Jones 60 182 Fr. 
30 Kenny Evora 64 239 So. |MLB 52 Phillip Dillard 61 235 Jr. 

Morri 51 Will Compton 62 230 Fr. 
Sell Mocs SL Saal 54 Colton Koehler 61 230 Jr 
# DEFENSIVEBACKS >>> HT WT YR. |pip 53 TylerWortman 63 235 Sr 
31 Alphonso Powell DB 5-9 182 So. 42 Sean Fisher 66 225 Fr. 
26 Baer Philipbar DB 5-10 192 So. 
25 Ben Bradley DB 5-10 183 Fr. |RC 5 Anthony West 60 200 So 
8 Chris Buckner DB 60 188 Jr 21 Prince Amukamara 6-1 195 So. J 
4 Davon House DB 60 172 So. P 

Ih ( 1 2 

15 Junior Fasavalu DB 60 191 Jr. a e Paria Rex an Ua ae 
38 Justin Adolpho DB 5-10 215 Fr. = = = 
21 Luis Eres DB 5-11 170 Fr. Ss 4 Larry Asante 6-1 210 Jr. 
36 Mark Waters DB 5-10 180 Fr. 2 Major Culbert 60 205 Jr 
20 Marvin Betts DB 5-9 180 R-Sr. ‘ 
40 Michael Zant DB 59 171 Fr |f, 3. RickeyThenarse COR ee 0 R V | $ | T 


- 1 3 
DORIVICOrhTschy ADE UNESTN ZOO MEAN |) 27) MattOHanion SEMA Sa i St 
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playing upside down 


O’Leary continues family tradition 


by Joe Foreman 


s a young boy playing 
Pop Warner football in 
Omaha, T.J. O’Leary 
liked the idea of getting 
his hands on the ball 
and being “involved in 
the action.” 

What he didn’t like 
were the gang tackles 
and hard hits that 

came with being 
a running back or 
quarterback. 

“T didn’t like running the ball because I 
thought I was getting hit too hard, but I liked 
touching the ball,” O’Leary said. “That's how 
I became a center.” 

O’Leary can laugh now about his dislike 
for taking hits on the football field from boys 
that were a year older or a dozen pounds 
heavier than he was, but the Husker senior 
also understands that the position move 
he made as a 9-year-old was probably the 
foundation for his collegiate career as a long 
snapper. 

“When fourth down rolled around, they 
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(coaches) said, ‘Would you like trying to 
chuck it back there?’ That’s really how it 
started,” O’Leary said. 

O'Leary’s been chucking the football 
ever since — from Pop Warner to an all-state 
high school career at Millard North and a 
successful collegiate career at New Mexico 
State and Nebraska. 

O'Leary was part of a state championship 
and state runner-up team at Millard North, 
but received only one Division I scholarship 
offer - from New Mexico State. 

“During the recruiting process, I got some 
interest from Nebraska, but it was mostly for 
the walk-on kind of thing,” O'Leary said. “I 
decided I didn’t want to walk on. I got offered 
a scholarship at New Mexico State when they 
had (head coach) Tony Samuel and a lot of 
the old Nebraska guys were down there.” 

O’Leary earned significant playing time 
for the Aggies as a true freshman in 2004, 
recording three tackles while serving on 
special teams as the long snapper. 


“My first snap I ever took in my collegiate 


career at New Mexico State, I was in front 
of 90,000 fans down in Arkansas,” O’Leary 
said. “We were punting from our own 9 yard 
line and I was a true freshman. I remember 
thinking that it was kind of big-time.” 

He spent just one season in Las Cruces, but 
remembers the year as a positive experience. 
Being 2,000 miles away from home, O’Leary 
said he sometimes got homesick and was 
“forced to grow up.” O'Leary liked playing 
for Samuel and his staff and he made lasting 
friendships with several of his teammates. 

O’Leary’s decision to leave New Mexico 
State came after Samuel and his assistants 
were fired at the conclusion of the 2004 
season, 

“When the coaches got fired, I just decided 
this isn’t for me,” O’Leary said. “I always 
compared it to Nebraska, and to me, nothing 
really compares to Nebraska.” 

O'Leary had always dreamed of following 
the footsteps of his father, John O'Leary, 
who played I-back at Nebraska from 1972- 
1975. It just so happened that Nebraska was 
in need of a long snapper at the same time 
the coaching change was taking place at New 


Mexico State. Former Husker assistant Scott Downing 
and Millard North head coach Fred Petito had a hand 
in getting O’Leary a second opportunity to walk on with 
the Huskers. 


T.J. O’Leary was no stranger to Husker football when 
he joined the team for his redshirt season in 2005. He 
had been attending games at Memorial Stadium with 
his dad since he was 5 years old. 

“My very first memory I have, I was in the southwest 
corner where the defense was warming up. My Dad 
kind of hoisted me up on the fence over there and 
Charlie McBride came over and said hello to my father 
and he gave me a football, a real-deal football,” he said. 
“He sort of tossed it to me over the fence. That was my 
first memory of a Husker game.” 

Before T.J. joined the Nebraska team, John O’Leary 
made sure his son knew how much pride he personally 
takes in being a former Husker player what it means to 
be a part of the NU football family. 

“He’s very fond of Nebraska’s program — very proud,” 
T.J. O'Leary said of his father. “He says, ‘You're playing 
for something bigger than you. You're just borrowing it 
for these four years. When you hand it off to the next 
person, give it to them in better shape than when you 
got it."” 

John O'Leary, who coached T.J. when he was playing 
both youth football and baseball, admits that it’s a special 
feeling to have his son playing for the Huskers. 

“Tt's hard to put into words. I’m really proud of him,” 
John O'Leary said. “It’s just really neat to see your kid 
run out on the field and relive the experience that you 
had. It was four of the best years in my life and I can 
relive it through him.” 

John O'Leary is a regular visitor to Husker practices. 
T.J. said his dad is a popular figure with his Husker 
teammates, 

“He comes down to quite a few practices. He shows 
off his letterman’s club card more than he shows off 
pictures of his grandkids,” T.J. said with a laugh. “He’s 
pretty proud of the fact that he was a player. A lot of 
guys on the team ask him stories about back then. He 
is friends with all the parents and he’s friends with all 
my friends.” 

T.J. O'Leary serves as the Huskers’ long snapper in 
both punt and field goal / extra point situations. He's 
on course to graduate in December with a degree in 
communications studies. His long-term plans are to 
enter the real estate or insurance business, but he hasn’t 
ruled out the possibility of playing football on the 
professional level if the opportunity presents itself. 

“T plan to stick around Lincoln for a year or two 
and maybe pursue the NFL,” he said. “If there’s any 
opportunity, I'd like to do that.” N 


BUMMEROOSKY REVISITED 


It’s been nearly 33 years since John O’Leary scored the most famous 
touchdown of his collegiate career at Missouri’s Faurot Field, but the former 
Nebraska I-back still has vivid memories of an overcast day in November 1975 
when he and his teammates carried out the Bummeroosky, still regarded as one 
of the most memorable plays in Husker history. 

Clinging to 10-7 lead with less than two minutes left before halftime, 
undefeated and No. 3-ranked Nebraska was facing a fourth down inside the 
Missouri 40 yard line. The 68,000 fans in attendance at the game and a national 
television audience expected the Huskers to punt the ball away and settle for a 
three-point halftime lead. Third-year Nebraska head coach Tom Osborne had 
other ideas. 

O'Leary remembers the Bummeroosky, a play named after Houston Oilers 
coach Bum Phillips, as one of many gadget plays Osborne would call in 
practice when the coach sensed his team needed to loosen up and have some 
fun. O'Leary said it wasn’t unusual for Osborne to run an usual fake punt or 
send a lineman out for a pass during special team drills “just to break up the 
monotony.” Husker players never expected Osborne to use any of the gimmick 
plays in a game situation. 

“He (Osborne) grabs me on he sideline and says, ‘Go on in, we’re going to 


”» 


run the Boomeroosky,’” O'Leary recalls, “I said, ‘Coach, are you serious?’ He 
said, ‘Go on in there and run the Bummeroosky.’ I said, ‘OK, but if it doesn’t 
work, I’m blaming you.’” 

Once in the huddle, O’Leary had to convince his teammates that Osborne 
had actually called for the Bummeroosky. 

“T had the reputation for being a jokester, so nobody believed me in the 
huddle,” O'Leary said. 

Nebraska broke the huddle and lined up in punt formation, with O’Leary 
and Monte Anthony positioned as upbacks directly behind the offensive line. 
Fellow I-back Tony Davis stood a couple yards behind O’Leary and Anthony, 
serving as a protector for punter Randy Lessman. 

The ball was snapped directly to Davis who reached forward and tucked the 
ball between the legs of O’Leary. Davis then faked a handoff to Anthony who 
was running around the right side. Lessman followed the play to the right, taking 
the entire Tiger defense with him. With the ball firmly hidden, O’Leary remained 
in a stationary position for a few seconds before bolting to the left side of the 
field untouched for a score. The play faked out nearly everyone in the stadium, 
including the cameramen who were covering the game for ABC Sports. 

“I stayed there for three seconds and then I slipped around the left-hand 
side,” O'Leary said. “The defensive end came up and thought I was trying to 
block him. He kind of gave me a slip move. He was about five yards past me 
when he finally realized I had the ball. [ ran to the corner of the end zone and 
the only guy chasing me was about 20 yards back. 

Missouri, ranked No. 12 at the time, never recovered from the Bummeroosky, 
giving up two unanswered touchdowns in the second half as the Huskers rolled 
a 30-7 victory, giving Osborne his first win over the Tigers. 


—Joe Foreman 
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Freshmen 
set to make 
impact for 
Huskers 


BY TOMMY DAHLK 


reshmen Maddie Sheils 
and Natalie Gleadall will 
probably always be linked 
at Nebraska and it goes 
far beyond the fact they 
arrived at the same time, 
they both have brown hair 
and they both come from 
northern climates. 

The biggest reason they'll be linked, 
perhaps, is that they are two of the most 
celebrated recruits ever for coach Robin 
Krapfl’s women’s golf program. 

Along with freshman Carolyn Schorgl, 
the 2007 Four-State individual champion 


from Leawood, Kan., they form an 


| outstanding recruiting class. 


Sheils and Gleadall also have made 


noise on the junior golf circuit. However, 


| 


the comparisons really end once they hit 
the first tee. On the course, both have very 
different styles. 

Sheils, who won the prestigious 2007 
Trusted Choice Big “I” Junior Classic, 
credits her success to her stellar game 
management, and the Boise, Idaho, native 
said she gained that through competing in 
numerous top-tier junior tournaments. 

“T think I have a very sound mental game 
and short game,” Sheils said. “I’m good at 
staying focused and staying in the present. I 
don’t let pressure get to me and usually stay 
relaxed and can hit the shot I need to.” 

While Sheils’ short game stands out, 
Gleadall, an Ontario, Canada, native, is a 
big hitter. She can drive the ball 270 yards 
off the tee. In 2007, she finished second 


in the long-drive competition at the junior 
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national championships. 

“We play on a lot of 6,000 yard 
plus courses so I think my length is an 
advantage,” said Gleadall, who advanced 
to the semifinals of the Women’s Western 
Golf Association National Junior 
Championships. 

“T can usually reach the par 5s and it 
helps on the par 4s.” 

Gleadall just started to focus on golf four 
years ago. Volleyball was once her favorite 
sport and she has played against fellow 
Canadian and former Husker standout 
Sarah Pavan. One of the reasons Gleadall 
came to Nebraska was because she’d get 
a chance to see one of the best volleyball 
teams in action. 

“Tt’s great to be able to go to the 
volleyball games,” Gleadall said. “It’s great 
to be able to watch that. Being able to have 
volleyball as part of my life still is great.” 

Although Gleadall and Sheils have 
different styles, Krapfl said they get similar 
results and aren’t the typical college 
freshman. 

“What impresses me most is their 
maturity level,” Krapfl said. “They just 
carry themselves like upperclassmen. They 


aren’t intimidated.” N 


NATALIE GLEADALL 
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HUSKER QUICK HITS 


EXPANSION, RENOVATION 


The Nebraska Athletic Department 
has launched a fund-raising campaign 
to expand and renovate the Student Life 
Complex in West Stadium. The Complex 
will include centers for academics, 
life skills, technology and enrichment 
following the expansion. Office areas for 
compliance personnel and the training 
table dining facility in West Stadium also 
will be renovated. In addition, the project 
will provide funding for the enhancement 
of historical displays throughout 
Nebraska’s athletic facilities. 

The Board of Regents must approve the 
$10.5 million project, which would nearly 
triple in size the Hewit Center academic 
areas by incorporating the vacated 
weight room, now part of the Osborne 
Athletic Complex. The West Stadium 
Hewit Academic Center was built in 
1985 with funds from the football team’s 
participation in the first Kickoff Classic 
as well as a contribution from Bill and 


Betty Ruth Hewit. 


WRESTLING RANKING 


Coach Mark Manning’s wrestling team 
is ranked eighth nationally in the Wrestling 
International Newsmagazine preseason poll 
released in late August. Nebraska returns 
six starters and four All-Americans 
from a team that finished fourth at the 
NCAA Championships. Six Huskers are 
ranked in the top 16 nationally: Jordan 
Burroughs (No. 3, 149 pounds), Chris 
Oliver (No. 16, 157), Stephen Dwyer (No. 
6, 165), Brandon Browne (No. 3, 174), 
Vince Jones (No. 9, 184), Craig Brester 
(No. 3, 197). 

The Huskers’ wrestle-offs are scheduled 
for Nov. 7, with the first dual meet set for 
Nov. 20 against Tennessee-Chattanooga 


at the NU Coliseum. 


ACADEMIC ACHIEVEMENT 


The Nebraska men’s and women’s 
track and field teams placed 20 athletes 
on the United States Track and Field 
and Cross Country Coaches Association 
All-Academic Teams, announced in 
August. The Husker men had the most 
representatives of any team in the country. 
They were: David Adams, Patrick Burke, 
Dan Christensen, Adam Dailey, Nicholas 
Gordon, Dusty Jonas (pictured), Keith 
Lloyd and Eric Lund. The women’s team 
Rachel 


Rachel Carrizales, Lara Crofford, Joslyn 


representatives were: Butler, 
Dalton, 
Lindsey Maher, Kim Shubert, Kayla 


Wilkinson, Natalie Willer and Natalja 


Arna Erega, Erin Hannon, 


Zarcenko. 


DUSTY JONAS 


SPIRIT CONTEST 


Husker cheerleader Katie Rockwell 
is representing Nebraska and the Big 12 
Conference in the first round of the 2008 
Athlon Sports Sideline Spirit Contest. 
First-round fan voting began on Aug. 30 
at midnight (Eastern) and runs through 
Sept. 19 at 11:59 p.m. (Eastern). 

The contest is divided into four rounds, 
with seven cheerleaders or dancers in each 
round, one from each BCS conference 
and one non-BCS representative. The 
championship round will be conducted 
during the bowl season. To vote for 
Rockwell go to www.athlonsports.com/ 


spirit. 
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TARA MUELLER 


BY BOB HAMAR 


Mueller ready 
for full-time 
> duty 


Sth 
ae 


ast year was OK for Nebraska’s 
Tara Mueller. 

She got to play a little 
and even started a couple of 
matches late in the season 
when Christina Houghtelling 
was a little worn down. Now 
as a sophomore, Mueller finds 
herself on the court for all six 
rotations. 

That’s much better than just watching. 

“Tt’s amazing,” Mueller said. “It’s so much 
fun. Being on the court so often, it’s just so much 
easier to build the chemistry with the other 
players.” 

Mueller is playing all the way around this 
season. The 6-0 sophomore from Scottsdale, 
Ariz., is filling the role occupied by Houghtelling 
a year ago, and she feels very comfortable with 
that role. 

Last year it was all new to her, and that showed 
on the court. 

“T think I’m a lot more composed on the court 
versus just being thrown in the game,” Mueller 
said. “It was like, “You have to do this,’ and I was 
like, ‘What do I do?’ I was kind of confused. I’m 
a lot more relaxed on the court which is huge for 
my play. 

“Just stepping out on the court as a freshman 
I was nervous, I was so excited, I was anxious. I 
can’t even describe all these different feelings. This 
year I'm kind of more focused.” 

That was just part of the learning process for a 
freshman going from high school or club ball to 
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big-time Division I play. 

“Tara has great skills,” Nebraska head 
coach John Cook said. “She’s a tremendous 
athlete. Her whole thing is being able to 
mature as a player mentally to be able to go 
on to the next play, so if she makes an error 
it’s not with her for the next five plays. That's 
something we’ve been working really hard 
on with her to just let it go.” 

Cook said every player has to learn to 
move on from mistakes. Last year, Mueller 
struggled with that aspect of her game. 

“That’s maturity in players,” Cook said. 
“All freshmen go through that. They’re so 
worried about themselves. If they make 
a mistake, that just lingers and it affects 
them. You have to have a short memory.” 

Mueller appeared in 13 matches last 
season and averaged |.27 kills on .211 
hitting. She had just two starts, one of those 
a surprise start at libero in an early-season 
win over New Mexico State. 

She had what was then a career high of 
five kills filling in for Houghtelling in the first 
round of the NCAA Tournament against 
South Dakota State, but she wasn’t yet ready 
for full-time duty. 

Now she is. 

“A lot of reps,” Mueller said when asked 
what she did over the summer to prepare for 
the season. “Just a lot of ball handling reps 
and building confidence and learning to trust 
yourself, trust your team and trust that you 
can go out and be able to rip the ball and put 
it where you want.” 

That’s what Mueller did in the season- 
opener against Stanford when she hammered 
a career-high 15 kills as the Cardinal was 
ganging up to try and stop Jordan Larson. 

“They were doing everything they could 
to stop Jordan, and Tara made them pay,” 
Cook said. “That's good. Where she's 
playing in our lineup, she has a chance to 
have big nights. She makes us a great team 
when she can put the ball away.” 

Cook said he hasn’t been at all surprised 
by Mueller’s play this fall after the way she 
performed in the spring. 

“L saw what she did in the spring,” 

Cook said. “She loves to play. She loves to 
compete. She lives for it. We got to get her 
to live for school a little more, but she loves 
to play.” 
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“TARA 


has great skills. She’s a 
tremendous athlete. Her whole 
thing is being able to mature 
as a player mentally to be able 
to go on the next play, so if she 
makes an error it’s not with her 
for the next five plays.” 


Head Coach JOHN COOK 
on Tara Mueller 


Mueller loves to play and she loves the 
warmth of the beach, Eventually she wants 
to play in the American Volleyball Player’s 
Tour after her college career is over. 

“That's her dream is to be in the AVP 
some day,” Cook said. “She’s a gamer,” 

On the other hand, Mueller isn’t too 
crazy about the Nebraska winters, Last 
October, on what was a normal Nebraska 
fall morning, Mueller came to a press 
conference wearing a heavy sweatshirt with 
a long-sleeved shirt underneath and was 
still cold. 

“I'm not really ready for it,” Mueller said 
of the coming fall and winter. “But we'll get 
through it hopefully.” 


SPECIAL CLASS 


The 2006 recruiting class was special 
when it came to setters. Former NU setter 
Rachel Holloway, Penn State's Alisha Glass 
and current Huskers Sydney Anderson and 
Jessica Yanz were all in that class. 

Anderson came to NU after spending her 
freshman year at Utah. Yanz played at Penn 
State before transferring this past winter but 
is not eligible to play this season. 

“That was the deepest and strongest 
setting class I’ve ever seen in junior 
volleyball,” Cook said. “We had Holloway 
and Sydney ranked one and two out of 
that class, but Sydney never showed us any 
interest.” 


CLOSING OUT NON-CON 


Nebraska will wind up the main portion 
of its non-conference schedule Friday and 
Saturday when it hosts the Ameritas Players 
Challenge. The event starts with matches 
Friday at the Devaney Center when New 
Mexico plays St. Johns at 3:30 p.m. The 


Nebraska-LSU match will follow at 6 p.m. 

The consolation match will be at 12:30 
p.m. Saturday at the NU Coliseum with 
the championship match following at 3 
p.m. That will allow fans to watch the 
Husker volleyball team and the Nebraska 
football team. Bo Pelini's squad will host 
New Mexico State at 6 p.m. at Memorial 
Stadium, 


TEAM VOLLEYBALL 


This isn’t a typical Nebraska volleyball 
team, This year’s Huskers aren’t loaded with 
All-Americans like the past few years. That 
makes playing team volleyball that much 
more important. 

“T think our team understands our margin 
for error is this much,” Cook said holding 
his thumb and finger about an inch apart. 
“We have to play great team volleyball and 
everybody has to be on the same page. I 
think they understand that.” N 


2008 VOLLEYBALL SCHEDULE 
Aug. 29-31 Runza/AVCA Showcase 
Aug. 29 *Stanford, W, 3-0 
Aug. 31 "USC, W, 3-1 
Sept. 1 Oral Roberts, W 3-0 
Sept.5-6 Cal Poly Invite 
Sept.5 Tulane, TBA 
Sept. 6 Cal Poly, TBA 
Sept. 12-13 Ameritas Players Challenge 
Sept.12 LSU, 6 p.m. 

Sept.13. Championship, 3 p.m. 

Sept.17 _ at Kansas State, 7 p.m. 

Sept.20 Texas,7 p.m. 

Sept.24 Kansas, 7 p.m. 

Sept.27 at lowa State, 6:30 p.m, 

Oct.1 at Texas Tech, 7 p.m. 

Oct. 4 Colorado, 7 p.m. 

Oct. 5 *Creighton, 5 p.m. 

Oct. 8 Oklahoma, 7 p.m. 

Oct. 12 at Missouri, 1 p.m. 

Oct. 15 Baylor, 7 p.m. 

Oct. 22 Texas A&M, 7 p.m. 

Oct. 25 at Oklahoma, 7 p.m. 

Oct. 29 at Colorado, 8 p.m. 

Nov. 1 lowa State, 7 p.m. 

Nov. 5 at Texas A&M, 6:30 p.m. 

Nov. 8 Kansas State, TBA 

Nov. 12 Missouri, 7 p.m, 

Nov. 15 at Kansas, TBA 

Nov. 19 at Texas, 6:30 p.m. 

Nov. 22 Texas Tech, 7 p.m. 

Nov, 29 at Baylor, 7 p.m. 

Dec.5-6 NCAA Ist/2nd Rounds, TBA 

Dec, 12-13 *NCAA Regionals 

Dec. 18-20 *NCAA Semifinals, Finals 
*“ at Quest Center, Omaha 
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BY BRIAN ROSENTHAL 


Sadler looks 
for redshirt 
dividends 


here were times last season, 
particularly early, when 
Nebraska basketball coach Doc 
Sadler looked down his bench, 
saw the future of his program, 
and resisted temptation. 

Good thing Toney McCray 
and Brandon Richardson were 
in street clothes. Other-wise, 

they might have found themselves sitting in front 
of the scorer’s table, ready to enter at the next 
dead ball. 

That, of course, was never Sadler's intention. 
McCray and Richardson, along with Alonzo 
Edwards and Alex Chapman, had been designated 
as redshirts. 

But Sadler admits having second-guessed that 
decision. Following an overtime loss at Western 
Kentucky in December, Sadler told a luncheon 
crowd how much McCray and Richardson, in 
particular, could help the team. Immediately. 

Now, as the 2008-09 season approaches, 
Sadler is undoubtedly satisfied he stuck with his 
levelheaded approach. 

McCray, Richardson, Edwards and Chapman 
preserved their redshirts. And Nebraska’s program, 
Sadler firmly believes, will be stronger for it. 

“I’m hoping our fourth- and fifth-year players 
are going to be better than North Carolina’s 
freshmen,” he said. “And the experience of four 
or five years will overcome that freshman phenom 


that we’re going to play against.” 


Phenoms such as Kevin Durant and 
Michael Beasley, two freshman-to-NBA stars 
the Big 12 Conference has produced the past 
two seasons. 

Don't misunderstand Sadler. He’d take 
such a player in a heartbeat. He also knows 
that’s not likely to happen. Hence, the 
redshirt approach. 

“T think all of us want that quick fix,” 
Sadler said. “I just have to hope we show 
enough progress in years one and two of 
redshirting for people to understand what it's 
all about.” 

In other words, don’t expect dramatic 
results immediately this season. It’s a process 
designed to pay dividends down the road. 

“My thinking is,” Sadler said, “since I 
don’t have a guy that’s maybe the college 
player of the year in the freshman group, that 
my fourth- and fifth-year guys will beat their 
No. | pick when they’re seniors.” 

Still, those players figure to make some 
difference this season as redshirted freshmen. 
McCray, in particular, should be a significant 
addition. The 6-6 McCray, a native of 
Missouri City, Texas, is noticeably thicker, 
having gained 20 pounds in the offseason. 
He now weighs 205. 

“He’s using that strength to get to the rim,” 
Chapman said after playing with McCray in 
summer pick-up games. “He's finishing up 
plays at the rim he might not have finished 


last year. You can see the difference. The year 


really helped him a lot.” 


Sadler is high on McCray’s potential. Ask 
Sadler who on Nebraska’s current roster can 
realistically aspire to play in the NBA and 
McCray’s name will come up first. 

That, of course, is assuming McCray fully 
utilizes his talents. Squeezing every ounce 
of energy out of McCray last season was 
challenging, even for the “he-gets-the-most- 
out-of-his-players” Sadler. 

“If he yells at me for anything,” McCray 
said, “it’s because he doesn’t think I play 
hard enough, or he probably thinks I can go 
harder than I am. 

“Just giving effort and running the play 
out until the end. Playing hard all the time 
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in-stead of just picking and 


choosing when you want parte 


Fri., Nov. 7 
Sun., Nov. 16 
Wed., Nov. 19 
Sat., Nov, 22 
Tue., Nov. 25 
Sat., Nov. 29 
Wed., Dec. 3 
Sunday, Dec. 7 
Sat., Dec. 13 
Sat., Dec. 20 
Tue., Dec. 23 
Tue., Dec. 30 
Sat., Jan. 3 
Mon., Jan.5 
Sat., Jan. 10 
Wed., Jan. 14 
Sat., Jan. 17 
Wed., Jan. 21 
Sat., Jan. 24 
Wed., Jan. 28 
Sat., Jan. 31 
Wed., Feb. 4 
Sat., Feb. 7 
Sat., Feb. 14 
Wed., Feb. 18 
Sat., Feb. 21 
Tue., Feb. 24 
Sat., Feb. 28 
Wed., March 4 
Sat., March 7 
March 11-14 


to play hard.” 
McCray said he felt he 
could've played last season, 
and wanted to dearly. He’s 
happy now that he didn’t. 
“J understand what 
(Sadler) is trying to do, 
the 


and everything, which is 


building program 
cool. It’s good, actually,” 
McCray said. “Hopefully, 
I'm part of what it is 
he’s trying to build in the 
coming years.” 
Richardson, a 6-0 guard, 
also could give Nebraska’s 
perimeter game a_ spark, 
particularly with a deeper 
3-point line. Sadler said 
last season Richardson was 
perhaps the team’s best 
outside shooter. 
Richardson, however, was 
slowed in the summer with a 
knee injury, and must battle 
Miller 
and Sek Henry for minutes. 


returnees Cookie 


Edwards and Chapman, 
meanwhile, will be counted 
on inside, as Sadler retools 
his frontcourt with the loss 


of senior Aleks Maric. 


HOOP NOTES 


»The NCAA has declared Christopher 
Niemann ineligible for his freshman season. 

Nebraska had sought a waiver from the 
NCAA on Niemann’s eligibility, a request 
that was officially denied. The NCAA 
initially ruled Niemann ineligible based 
on his playing on a German club team that 
included some _ professionals. Niemann, 
however, was not paid. 

»The NCAA last year ruled two of 
Niemann’s former club teammates —Fabian 
Boeke of Washington State and Lucca 
Staiger of Iowa State — ineligible for their 


2008 NEBRASKA BASKETBALL SCHEDULE 


OPPONENT, TV, TIME 

CHADRON STATE (EXH.) 7 p.m. 

San Jose State, 2 p.m. 

at TCU Fort Worth, Texas TBA 
ARKANSAS-PINE BLUFF, i p.m. 
SAINT LOUIS, 7 p.m. 

CREIGHTON, 7 p.m. 

ALABAMA STATE, 7 p.m. 

at Arizona State Tempe, Ariz. TBA 

at Oregon State Corvallis, Ore. TBA 
IPFW, 7 p.m. 

UMBC, 7 p.m. 

SOUTH CAROLINA STATE, 7 p.m. 
MARYLAND EASTERN SHORE, 2 p.m. 
FLORIDA A&M, 7 p.m. 

MISSOURI, ESPN2 2 p.m. 

at lowa State, 7 p.m. 

KANSAS STATE, Big 12 Network 5 p.m. 
at Oklahoma, ESPNU 8 p.m. 
OKLAHOMA STATE, Big 12 Network 3 p.m. 
KANSAS, ESPN2 6:30 p.m. 

at Texas Tech, Big 12 Network 7 p.m. 

at Colorado, TBA 

TEXAS, ESPN 1 p.m. 

at Missouri, Big 12 Network 12:30 p.m. 
COLORADO, ESPNU 8 p.m. 

at Kansas, Big 12 Network 3 p.m. 
TEXAS A&M, ESPN2 8:30 p.m. 

at Kansas State, Big 12 Network 7 p.m. 
IOWA STATE, 6:30 p.m. 

at Baylor, Big 12 Network 3 p.m. 

at Big 12 Championship, Big 12 Network 


freshman seasons. 

Niemann, a 6-11 center from Germany, is 
academically qualified and enrolled in classes. 
He’s also able to participate in practice this 
season. He will have three years of eligibility 
remaining beginning in 2009-10. 

» By NCAA rules, Nebraska can have its 
first organized team workout on Sept. 15. 
Coaches were able to begin working with 
players in four-man groups when school 
began. The official start of practice is Oct. 17. 

>> Ross Ferrarini, a 6-2 guard from Omaha 
Westside, has joined the team as a walk-on. 
Meanwhile, sophomore walk-on Andrew 
Wicklund will miss the season after having 


reconstructive knee surgery in August. N 
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FROM THE 
ARCHIVES 


LEXINGTON CONNECTION — 
(Left to right) Mick Tingelhoff, 
Dallas Dyer, Monte Kiffin. 
Tingelhoff (1959-61), Dyer (1959- 
61) and Kiffin (1961-63) not only 
were teammates at Nebraska, they 
were teammates at Lexington High 
School, playing for legendary coach 
Merle Applebee. Their high school 
team in 1957, when they were 
seniors, went 8-0, allowing only 
one touchdown. Kiffin’s Cornhusker 
career was delayed by a back 
problem, which eventually required 
surgery. Tingelhoff, a co-captain in 
1961, signed with the Minnesota 
Vikings as a free agent in 1962 and 
played 17 NFL seasons, starting 
every game, 240 in a row. He was 
a seven-time All-Pro and played in 
six Pro Bowls and four Super Bowls. 
Kiffin played one season (1965) in 
the Canadian Football League with 
the Winnipeg Blue Bombers, then 


returned to Nebraska to coach (1967-76). After three years as an assistant at Arkansas (1977-79) and three years as head coach at North Carolina State 
(1980-82), he began a career as an NFL assistant. He is now the NFL's longest tenured defensive coordinator, in his 26th season in the league and 13th as 
defensive coordinator for the Tampa Bay Buccaneers. After he finished at Nebraska, Dyer served as a graduate assistant on Bob Devaney’s first staff. Tom 


Osborne also was a graduate assistant on that staff. 


BOB DEVANEY'S FIRST SEASON 


Game 3, Oct. 6, 1962 at Memorial Stadium 


Nebraska 36, lowa State 22 
lowa State 0 7 7 8 - 
Nebraska 14 14 0 8 - 


(N) Dennis Claridge 1 run (run failed) 

(N) Warren Powers 3 run (Jim Huge pass Claridge) 

(N) Claridge 2 run (Willie Ross run) 

(N) Huge 44 pass Claridge (pass failed) 

(IS) Tom Vaughn 22 run (Larry Schreiber kick) 

(IS) Dick Limerick 1 pass Dave Hoppmann (Schreiber kick) 
(N) Claridge 2 run (Larry Tomlinson pass Claridge) 

(IS) Hoppmann 3 run (Vaughn run) 

Attendance: 34,321 


: The Cornhuskers were focused on their Big Eight 
£ Conference opener. Lloyd Voss declined an 
interview request at mid-week, and afterward 
| the junior tackle told reporters just to send 
| newspaper clippings to lowa State coach Clay 
Stapleton, who had been profuse in his praise of 
| Nebraska beforehand. Apparently, Stapleton’s 
| sincerity was questioned. Also, players had asked 
equipment manager Floyd Bottorff not to clean 
their helmets, as he regularly did. They wanted 
the battle marks from the Michigan victory 
to remain. Quarterback Dennis Claridge directed the victory, rushing 
for 58 yards and three touchdowns and completing 9-of-13 passes for 
153 yards, while the Husker defense contained Dave Hoppmann, the 
Cyclones’ All-America candidate. 


4) 


bear ewes d warner 


DEVANEY: “One thing is certain, we have made some mistakes, but 
they were never mistakes of the heart or because of lack of effort. Our 
kids played hard and well, and we're proud of them.” 


DID YOU KNOW? Though T-formation offenses had become 
commonplace, lowa State continued to run a single-wing attack, with 
an unbalanced line and tailback Dave Hoppmann taking a direct snap 
from center. Gene Budig, future president of Major League Baseball's 
American League, covered the lowa State locker room for Lincoln's 
Sunday Journal and Star. Budig was working on a master’s degree in 
journalism at Nebraska. 
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TOM OSBORNE’S FIRST SEASON 


Game 2, Sept. 29, 1973 at Memorial Stadium 


Nebraska 20, Wrconsio 16 
Wisconsin 7 0 9 - 
Nebraska 0 0 13 - 


(N) Tony Davis 9 pass Dave Humm (Rich Sanger kick) 
(W) Selvie Washington 1 run (Rich Barrios kick) 

(W) Barrios 29 field goal 

(N) Frosty Anderson 23 pass Humm (Sanger kick) 
(W) Washington 96 kickoff return (kick failed) 

(N) Davis 14 run (pass failed) 

Attendance: 76,279 


Nebraska, No. 2 in the Associated Press national 
rankings and as much asa 31-point favorite, had 
to come from behind twice against Wisconsin, 
the second time after a 96-yard kickoff return 
by the Badgers’ Selvie Washington with 5:09 
remaining. Junior quarterback Dave Humm 
directed the seven-play, 83-yard touchdown 
drive, capped by a 14-yard touchdown run by 
Tony Davis less than 3 minutes later. Humm 
also broke two school passing records with 
25 completions for 297 yards. The previous 
records were 23 completions by Jerry Tagge against Kansas in 1969 
and 290 yards by Frank Patrick against Oklahoma in 1967. Tackle John 
Dutton led the Blackshirts with 11 tackles. 


—_ 


OSBORNE: “Our team has demonstrated that we have a bunch of 
good people with heart and courage, but it’s also obvious that we 
don't have the physical power to dominate other teams as we have in 
the past. We're going to have to scrap every game.” 


DID YOU KNOW? Nebraska, all across the state, was drenched by 
rain the week of the game, as much as 12 inches in some places. The 
crowd was the fourth largest in school history. Ohio State climbed 
from No. 3 over Nebraska to No. 1 after previous No. 1 USC was tied 
by Oklahoma, 7-7. 


PHOTO COURTESY OF UNL ARCHIVES 


CROSSWORD 
&TRIVIA 


ACROSS 
2. Wears No, 19 
3. Leading rusher vs. Western Michigan 
5. Dan Titchener's home state 
6. Lineman who missed Western Michigan game 
7. 1971 Outland Trophy winner 
10. New Mexico State head coach 
12. Had interception vs. Western Michigan 
13. Former NU athletic director 
17. New Mexico State's conference 
18. 2000 Rimington Trophy winner 
19. Defensive backs coach 
20. 2007 starting quarterback 
21. Nov. 8 opponent 
24. New Mexico State nickname 
25. Had 2 sacks vs. Western Michigan 
27. Leading tackler vs. Western Michigan 
28. Phillip Dillard’s home state 
29. Wears No. 18 
30. Starting center 


DOWN 
1. Bo Pelini’s alma mater 
2. New Mexico State school color 
4. New Mexico State campus location 
8. Ty Steinkuhler’s younger brother 
9. 1993 Butkus Award winner 
11. Final non-conference opponent\ 
13. Wears No. 17 
14, Had 2 receiving TDs vs. Western Michigan 
15. Offensive lineman from Arizona 
16. St. Louis Rams defensive lineman 
22. Ex-Husker and former New Mexico State coach 
23. Running backs coach 
26. Zach Potter's hometown 


Answers will appear in Sept, 20 issue 
HAVE (DEASZ 
H USKE R N UTZ Do you have some inspiration for a HuskerNutz cartoon? 


If we use your idea, we'll give you credit and send you and 


autographed full-color print of your HuskerNutz cartoon! 2 rf 
SEND IDEAS TO: Paul Fell Cartoons, 
3215 Jamestown Lane, Lincoln, NE 68516 


or email to: pfell@nebsr.com 
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YOUR WILL SPECIFIES THAT YOUR ASHES SHOULD BE 
SCATTERED OVER MEMORIAL STADIUM ON A HUSKER 
GAME DAY. 
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THE 
FINAL 
WORD 


BY MIKE BABCOCK 


“We couldn't find what makes us.” 


THE SAN JOSE STATE defense knew what 
was coming. 

Linebacker Justin Cole was calling out 
“option, option” as Joe Ganz ran to his right 
after taking the snap in shotgun formation, 
!-back Quentin Castille was trailing as the 
pitchman. 

Cole had to choose, go for Ganz or go for 
Castille. 

He went for Ganz. 

So Ganz pitched to Castille. 

“Tf ‘OQ’ catches it, | think it’s to the house,” 
Ganz said, A 50-yard path to the “house,” 
the north end zone, appeared to be clear, But 
Castille couldn't hold onto the pitch, 

He was over-eager, he said. The ball ended 
up on the turf. And Cole recovered. 

“That kind of summed up the day, really,” 
said Ganz, who had checked into the option 
play. “Everything we had was there, We 
couldn't find a way to do it.” 

San Jose State “brought everybody" on 
the play, he said. The check had been put in 
during the week for just such a situation. The 
Spartans knew what was coming because 
Nebraska had run the same play in the first 
half. But they couldn't have stopped it, if only 
Castille had handled the ball. 

The mistake was one of many hampering 
the Cornhuskers during a 35-12 victory 
against a San Jose State team that had to 
score a touchdown with 8 seconds remaining 
to beat UC Davis 13-10. 

UC Davis is a member of the NCAA 
Championship Subdivision, what used to 
be called Division I-AA. Based on that, 
Nebraska-San Jose State should have been a 


mismatch. 
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Tt wasn't, however, despite the margin of 
victory. 

Conventional wisdom is, teams make 
their most improvement between their first 
and second games, But Nebraska seemed 
less mistake-prone in a 47-24 opening-game 
victory against Western Michigan. If you 
didn’t know the sequence, you probably 
would have thought the San Jose State game 
was the opener. 

The Cornhuskers seemed to come out 
flat, although coach Bo Pelini rejected such a 
characterization. “We weren't flat at all,” he 
said. “There's a difference between flat and 
losing concentration, making mistakes. Our 
kids were excited, and there was no sense of 
them being flat.” 

OK, that issue is one of semantics anyway. 
So let’s not say Nebraska was flat. 

Maybe the late-morning kickoff was the 
reason for the Cornhuskers’ slow start, if 
the malaise that was most of the first three 
quarters can be limited to a “start.” If so, they 
won't have to worry about that this Saturday 
when they play New Mexico State. Kickoff 
for that game will be 6 p.m. 

They should be wide awake and on top of 
their game for the Aggies. 

More likely, the Cornhuskers were 
suffering from a kind of hangover, the effects 
of the past four years, Pelini doesn’t talk 
about the past, and most of his players follow 
his example. 

“We're a whole new team now,” said 
Ganz. “We don’t even think about last year. 
We have too much stuff to think about to 
even worry about last year. We're just a 


totally different team." 


No argument about that. But there can be 
residual effects, and without a doubt, there 
are going to be. Last year’s team might not 
have battled through adversity, whether self- 
created or not. That's different. Nevertheless, 
there were shades of the past against San Jose 
State as well as Western Michigan. 

Two games into the season, it should be 
apparent that Pelini's task is more sizeable 
than some fans want to admit. He's going to 
earn his salary, No one should have doubted 
that, anyway, 

Regardless of how it happened, Nebraska 
won. “I've been coaching long enough, (that) 
you enjoy, you learn to appreciate coming 
out with the W, being 2-0," said Pelini. “But 
reality hits me when I put that film on in the 
morning and | understand where we are and 
where we want to go, Until we see perfection 
on that tape, it’s time to go back to work. 
And J don’t think we'll ever see perfection.” 

Pelini certainly didn’t see perfection 
when he watched videotape of the San Jose 
State game. He might have seen glimpses of 
perfection, but even those were few and far 
between. 

Ganz and Castille might have run the 
option to six-point perfection, if only Castille 
had held onto the pitch. "1 thought it was for 
sure (a touchdown),” Ganz said. 

Because of mistakes, Nebraska's offense 
was “anemic” for most of the first three 
quarters, said Ganz. And because of 
mistakes, “now we realize we're not as good 
as we thought we were.” 

The Cornhuskers couldn't find a rhythm. 

“We couldn’t find what makes us us,” 
Ganz said. N 
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